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“WITNESS” INTERFERES 
WITH WASHING 


I have a big washing waiting for me, 
but before starting, I happened to get 
the Witness in the mail, and glancing 
through it, I soon forgot about all things 
and became so absorbed in my reading 
that I just couldn’t put the WITNEss 
down until I had read everything in it. 
...1 want my friends and relatives who 
don’t receive the Wirness to read mine, 
and yet I don’t want to part with it... 
to bring to people like myself the infor- 
mation and teachings of the Bible which 
we want so much to learn about, but 
which some of us don’t know where to 
look for in the Bible. I pray that God 
will continue in His grace that enables 
you to keep the WITNESS coming. 


Riga, Mich. Mrs. Joun DOYLE 


“A WEAKNESS” IN ARTICLES 


In the well-written articles on the 
translations of the Bible there appeared 
a weakness. 

Regarding the RSV it is stated that 
no doctrine is seriously impaired by it. 
While I believe that the RSV has ren- 
dered a significant service to Christen- 
dom, it has beclouded the central doctrine 
of the Old Testament —the plan of our 
salvation. Note what it has done to the 
Promised Seed in Gen. 4:1 and Gen. 22:18 
aside from the other Messianic passages. 

Since some of the translators ad- 
mittedly have not accepted the Christ 
of Nazareth as their Savior, it is sur- 
prising that they came as close as they 
did. 

But I believe that our readers are 
entitled to a clearer exposition of the 
Messianic prophecies and what the RSV 
has done with them. 

When we realize the repeated words 
of our Savior: “for thus it is written” 
and “that the Scriptures might be ful- 
filled,’ we begin to understand that 
without the revelation of the O.T. plan 
of salvation the N.T. has no foundation. 


(REv.) ARTHUR E. BECK 
Henning, Minn. 


A LAYMAN’S VIEW 


I would like to discuss the part of 
“Venture of Faith” pertaining to the 
method of meeting the unprecedented 
budget which our representatives saw fit 
to adopt. At the St.Paul Conference the 
needs of our Synod were presented. These 
include the maintenance and replacement 
of our various institutions; however, an- 
other need was evident: the millions of 
blood-bought souls who still are in utter 
darkness concerning the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. God has showered our Synod 
with opportunities to witness our faith 
to these sin-darkened souls. Even with 
this prayerfully adopted budget, many 
mission endeavors will be limited. 

How are we as members of local con- 
gregations to help meet the challenge 
of this budget? When we divide the 
budget by the number of communicants, 
we arrive at a figure which represents 
the fair share per communicant. 


Let’s start with us as individual Chris- 
tians. Our Lord’s command to “teach 
all nations” is also directed to each of us. 
We should witness for Christ in our 
personal lives, but we should also sup- 
port our Synod, which is doing much 
of the work which we alone cannot do. 

God expects us as good stewards to 
give Him as He has prospered us. An 
excellent way to do this is to give pro- 
portionately of our income. I know from 
experience that when we set aside the 
Lord’s part first, the balance goes farther 
than the whole used to go. The rewards 
and blessings are great. If a large per- 
centage of individual members were to 
contribute to our congregations in this 
manner, they could do great things for 
the Lord, and their budgets would more 
than be met. 

Certainly the congregation should give 
proportionately for the work of Synod 
and missions. The work of the church 
at large should be foremost in each con- 
gregation. ... If each of our congrega- 
tions would set the fair share to District 
and Synod as a minimum and give pro- 
portionately, there is no doubt that the 
budget would be met and oversubscribed. 

God has greatly blessed our Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. If we will 
each take this matter to the Lord in 
prayer, put our faith in Him, and give 
proportionately out of love for Him, we 
will meet the challenge of our “Venture 


of Faith. L. H. Brermann, Airline Pilot 
Seattle, Wash. 


“GO BACK?” 


I challenge the statement that color 
cheapens the Witness. Should we go 
back (and I mean go BACK) to the 
bland black-and-white Witness of former 
years? If we did, I feel that the Wrirness 
would lose much of its appeal. The color 
effect as employed by the Witness at- 
tracts the eye and simply compels read- 
ing the article which it embellishes. 

Just as landscaping can set off the 
beauty of a fine dwelling, so also the 
color effect in the Witness sets off the 
beauty of the fine, instructive, inspiring, 
and informative articles, one of which 
the noble Pastor Emeritus Arthur Appelt 
so aptly pointed out. 


JOHN J. MERRIFIELD ~* 
Fort William, Ont. 


MEDICAL MISSION WORK IN 
ACTION 


Medical mission work has certain def- 
inite functions within the general mis- 
sion effort. It is primarily a living ex- 
ample of Christian love which we as 
enlightened Christians have for others 
who are yet to be won for the faith. 
We can see the importance of such an 
example only when we realize that peo- 
ple sitting in spiritual darkness have no 
such feeling of Christian love. 

Secondly, medical mission work serves 
to broaden the mission field geographi- 
cally in that it may attract people from 
areas outside the mission field. But more 
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important, it offers contact with 
people who would purposely shy aw 
from evangelistic approaches and _othey 
who never have had contact with 
sionary efforts. Medical missionary 
offers contact with people at a time 
crisis in their lives, a time when pag 
and Christian alike feel the need { 
spiritual guidance. Thus the pagan } 
comes more receptive to evangelistic a 
proach when he or someone in his fami 
is ill. i! 
Lastly, medical missionary wo 
places proper medical care within # 
reach of our own missionaries and the 
families, subject, of course, to the lim 
tations of medical facilities availah 
Though such service is a small one, it 
of extreme importance to the continui 
of the general mission effort. ; 
It is often impossible to measure tt 
value of medical mission work in co 
erete terms because its true assets ai 
abstract and undefinable. But they 41 
great values nonetheless. j 


THEODORE F. Meves, M. D, 
Administrator } 

Lutheran Hospital 

Eket, Nigeria, W. Africa 


THIRTY MINUTES FLAT 


I saw a man on the train the othe 
evening reading the LuTHERAN W 
from cover to cover. It took him 30 
utes flat, the time it took to ride f 
Cx. ab! tor Ase. 
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The New Song 
According, 


to Habakkuk 5 


By WALTER R. ROEHRS 


Professor of Old Testament, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 


he Introit of next Sunday (April 
29), the Sunday Cantate, bids us 
“Sing unto the Lord a new song!” 
[he new song is not the latest top 
sr on the current hit parade. It is 
iy centuries old. And yet it is as 
- as the breath we draw to sing it. 
‘ays new. Rehearse it day by day, 
- in and year out, and we still find 
iscovered harmonies of deep 
ning. We never quite master it. 
To direct us in the singing of this 
* song there steps before us a 
rmaster from the hoary past. He 
-a strange name, and the words 
lis song are in a foreign tongue. 
he sings not only in the ao 
suage of music but, above all, 
flawless rhythm and the Pete 
is perfection of God’s Holy Spirit. 
vakkuk is his name; his qualifica- 
: “Habakkuk the prophet. 2 

n his book, Habakkuk develops 
“e movements of the new song. 
first chapter is the prelude. 


Out of the Depths 
(Chapter I) 


These opening strains, however, 
not merely an incidental intro- 
tion to the real melody. To sing 
song, we must begin where 
Peak begins: de profundis, out 

e depths. 

e do not know much about this 
er of old beyond his outlandish 
e. But we do know that he 
d God. 

He has cried to God about sin. 
stalked brazenly through the 
ets; it trampled good men under- 
; it grew fat in its own iniquity. 
1 because God did nothing about 
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EWING GALLOWAY 


“The song of faith determines the kind of joy that stems from it’’ 


it, there is a strident discord in his 
song. “O Lord, how long shall I cry 
and Thou wilt not hear?” 

His soul is not in harmony with 
God. He charges God with being on 
the side of evil. In his complaint 
about sin, Habakkuk sins. 

With such a prelude of disharmony 
our song, too, begins. It is the nature 
of our inborn sin that it rebels against 
God. We should like to cut ourselves 
loose from God. But we cannot 
escape the awareness of His claim 
upon us, nor can we free ourselves 
from fearing Him. We are called into 
being by a power beyond us; we are 
not made with the ability to please 
Him; yet we are condemned to death 
because of this inherent weakness. 
This situation can only end in a 
“Why?” that hates and curses such 
a Creator. The more we cope with it, 
the more violent does our opposition 
to God become. 

The new song is not such a shout 
of rebellion any more. It need not be 
because God’s Son, the Second Adam, 
our Brother, cried from the depths of 
hell’s torment: “My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” The 
conflict with God has ended. 

And yet the new song, as we sing 
it to the last day of our lives, begins 
with this prelude from the depths 
where sin is. Who of us has not 
asked: “Why does God permit this 
to happen to me? Why does He let 
me struggle with adversities, make 
me unhappy, send me disappoint- 
ments? Why have You, God, made 
me as I am, and why do You lead 
me as You do?” 

The depths of sin remain un- 
fathomable. When we look down into 
ourselves, down deep where we lose 
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track of ourselves, we find ourselves 
still yielding to that mysterious power 
of evil which we hate. We are forced 
again and again to ask: Why do 
I still think those evil thoughts? Why 
do I let them grow into evil words 
and evil deeds? Why is my heart still 
so wicked? From such depths we cry 
out when we sing the new song. 
From those depths Paul cried out: 
“OQ wretched man that I am! Who 
shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?” “For the good that 
I would I do not; but the evil which 
I would not, that I do.” 


Out of the depths have I cried unto 
Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice. 


The Song of Faith 
(Chapter II) 


Essential as this prelude is, it is 
not the new song. The new song 
does not come from depths that have 
no bottom. In the second chapter of 
his book, Habakkuk shows us that 
the new song is a cantus firmus, 
a strong song, a song of firmness, 
a song that has under it the un- 
movable rock of God’s promises. Its 
theme is: “The just shall live by 
faith.” 

Luther had a Turmerlebnis, a 
tower experience. So did Habakkuk. 
The prelude came from the depths; 
the song itself is born on a tower. 

What kind of tower did Habakkuk 


-ascend? It is not a mighty bulwark 


of man’s building, where he can feel 
secure and defy all danger. No for- 
tress of stone or steel, no citadel or 
construction of his own thinking, can 
hold man’s enemy at bay. He leaps 
the widest moat and scales the highest 
wall. In fact, the enemy moves right 
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with him into every stronghold that 
man can devise. He is always on the 
inside. 

Habakkuk’s tower is a listening 
post: “I will set me upon the tower 
and will watch to see what He will 
say unto me.” He wants to escape 
the sin and confusion of human 
babbling; he has done with listening 
to his own confused thinking. “The 
Lord is in His holy temple. Let all 
the earth keep silence before Him!” 
Hush, he says, to all other voices; 
I want to give undivided attention 
to God. 

For that reason the tower is also 
“a watch,” a keeping place. He wants 
to be attuned to what God had spoken 
earlier and keep it. 

But God grants him more. “Write 
the vision.” On this listening post, 
listen once and for all. Write what 
you hear. If ever after you are con- 
fused, then read what the Lord says: 
you have it in writing. 

You are a listening post also for 
others: “Make it plain upon tables, 
that he may run that readeth it.” 
No heavy volumes of reasoning and 
dialectics are necessary; it is simple 
and short. 

What shall he write? The new 
song. Its thematic phrase is: “His 
soul which is lifted up is not upright 
in him; but the just shall live by 
his faith.” 

Not everyone can sing this song. 
The lifted up and proud only make 
raucous noise. Only penitent silence 
in the temple of God’s holiness at- 
tunes to its melody; only the humble 
and the lowly can reach its high notes. 

And will mere silence save and 
let us sing? Does not a dumb 
acknowledgment of unholiness expose 
us all the more to the wrath of a 
- holy God and His death-dealing fury? 
There is a way to live, says Habak- 
kuk. It is by faith, by faithful, stead- 
fast clinging to God. 

How can the vile sinner cling to 
God? In God’s holy temple there is 
also a mercy seat. It was sprinkled 
with the blood of animals in Habak- 
kuk’s day in anticipation of the shed- 
ding of the blood of the Lamb of God 
that takes away the sin of the world. 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow.” “I have 
removed your iniquity as far as the 
East is from the West.” “I have cast 
your sins into the depths of the sea.” 

And that is the glory of this song: 
He who hears these promises of God 
in the listening post of his soul, who 
accepts the unspeakable mercy of 
God’s forgiveness, does not have to 
flee before God; he is again united 
with his Creator, the Giver of all life; 
he is just, he is straight and right in 
his relationship with the holy God — 
he lives. 

He lives in every sense of the term. 
He lives when his conscience would 
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slay him and torture him to death. 
He lives unharmed where no one else 
can live: in the fires of God’s justice. 
He lives when death kills him and 
removes everything that we call life. 

“The just shall live by faith.” That 
is the new song. It sounded forth 
from Habakkuk’s watchtower. Paul 
sang it when God had fulfilled His 
promises of grace and mercy, when 
God in His Son, the Lamb of God, 
had died to take away the sins of 
the world — Habakkuk’s sin, Paul’s 
sin, Luther’s sin, our sin. 


The Song of Rejoicing 
(Chapter III) 


The new song has a third move- 
ment: from the depths to the watch- 
tower it rises to a grand finale of 
triumphant rejoicing. In the third 
chapter of Habakkuk it reaches that 
climax in the words: “Yet will I re- 
joice in the Lord.” 

Born on the watchtower, the song 
of faith determines the kind of joy 
that stems from it. In our English 
version of Habakkuk’s words the 
basic note of this rejoicing is the 
little word “yet” — “yet will I rejoice 
in the Lord.” It still is a watchtower 
song and not one of merriment and 
hilarity that emerges from an ivory 
tower that is literally out of this 
world. 

Habakkuk sees about him the 
same world that he faced before. 
It had not changed, and he was in 
the thick of it as before. But because 
he has been on the watchtower of 
faith, he can rejoice in spite of what 
he sees with his physical eyes. It is 
the same Habakkuk in the same 
world, but a great change has taken 
place within him. His questioning 
“Why?” of wanting to see has changed 
into a triumphant and defiant “yet” 
—a “yet” of rejoicing without seeing. 

It was a “yet,” first of all, of 
abiding God’s time. “For the vision 
is yet for an appointed time; though 
it tarry, wait for it; because it will 
surely come, it will not tarry.” No 
matter how long he will have to wait 
for God’s appointed time, he will 


rejoice. His “Why not now, O Lord,” 


has changed to the prayer: “O Lord, 
revive Thy work in the midst of 
years. In the midst of years make 
known.” 

It is even a more radical and all- 
inclusive “yet.” It involves him di- 
rectly, his whole well-being, his very 
existence. “Although the fig tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall fruit be in 
the vines; the labor of the olive shall 
fail, and the field shall yield no meat; 
the flock shall be cut off from the 
fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation” 
(3:17)18)2 

What is the “yet” that forms the 
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counterpoint in your song of rejoicin 
faith? You know it better than I ¢ 

It may be the question: “Why h 
the Lord not answered my prayers 
I have three times asked the Lord a 
remove the thorn from my flesh-§ 
yet it is there, the same handicap, th 

same physical distress, the sam 
failure and disappointment. Gan yo 
rejoice in spite of this “yet”? Onl 
if it is the new song — the new son 
of waiting for the Lord. An Italia 
proverb puts it this way: “The Lor 
does not pay on Saturday.” God 
time is not measured by the littl 
gadget that we strap to our wris 

The pendulum of His clock may ma ‘ 
large arcs. But He is always on timi 
and never late. Because I have stoo 
on the watchtower of God’s promise 
I know that I can wait and rejoi 
while I wait. : 

But for all of us there are spiritua 
enemies that continue to make w 
miserable and threaten to silence ow 
song. The battle against these for 
never ends; they will not be com 
quered. Day by day they send shaf 
of doubt tipped with poisonou 
“Whys?” into our soul. “Why do 
this have to happen to me? Why dé 
I get this crushing burden? hy 
am I so miserable? What have I 
sing about?” 

Yes, this battle goes on. The new 
song is a battle song. But it has the 
armament that can win the battl 
Against every attack it flings its con 
fident “yet will I rejoice in the Lord” 
There is no enemy that can stand up 
against this “yet.” It routs them all. 
The new song is a victory song even 
while the battle rages most furiou 

“Sing unto the Lord a new song! 
Of our own strength we cannot sing 
it; we are not only monotones, we are 
itterly unmusical. Because it 
heavenly music, God must attune 
to it. He must lead us to sing de 
profundis; He must set us on 
watchtower and let the symphony 0 
His eternal mercy strike responsive 
chords in our discordant souls; Hi 
must teach us to sing: “The just sha 
live by faith.’ And He does. Hi 
makes it a song of rejoicing in spit 
of all disharmony about us _ ane 
within us. 

Sing the new song. But sing it ¢ 
often as we may, sing it daily, an 
yet we never sing it completely a 
pitch. Someday it will be a new so 
a perfect song: no depths from whic 
to cry, no clinging in faith withot 
seeing, no “yet” of battle. Our voice 
will blend in perfect harmony wi 
the chorus of ten thousand times te 
thousand and thousands of thousan¢ 
gathered about the throne of th 
Lamb: “Worthy is the Lamb that 
slain to receive power and riches an 
wisdom and strength and honor af 
glory and blessing” (Rev. 5:12). 
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4 “Every city has its older residential area” 


UL What About the Church 
in the Older Residential Areas? 


~The Church 


in Mat- 


Nhe Great Commission 
_ thew 28 to evangelize the world 
-is not restricted to any race or 
or or nationality, nor is it limited 
any consideration of social or eco- 


aic status. Likewise the “whoso- 
r” of John 3:16 is unlimited as far 
the promise of eternal life is con- 
ned. Therefore no congregation 
ever placed any such barrier into 
constitution. 
Secondly, we should like to em- 
isize the principle that the welfare 
the Kingdom is paramount, not 
growth or the congeniality of 
individual congregation. Even the 
ereignty of the congregation, as 
lerstood in our circles, should not 
itate against the principle that the 
fare of the Kingdom and of souls 
the primary consideration. These 
things that should be kept in mind 
we discuss the problem of the 
irch in the older residential section. 


The Problem 


Every city has its older residential 
a, communities that were once 
upied by well-to-do Protestant 
lilies; but there has been a whole- 
> evacuation to the suburbs, 
n to the surrounding countryside. 
sre has also been an insurgence 
an immigrant tide bearing Jews, 
sign-speaking people, displaced 
sons, Negroes from the South, 
ill-town and country people. 

These newcomers have moved in 
ause physically the property has 
eriorated and can be had at lower 
ses. That deterioration is ad- 
ced still more because the new 
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tenants do not take the same pride 
in their property as those who first 
built it. The once beautiful and 
aristocratic homes have become 
rooming houses or have been re- 
modeled into small apartments or 
have given way. to new apartment 
houses or automobile showrooms and 
used-car lots. Euclid Avenue in 
Cleveland is a _ good _ illustration. 
Every large city in the land has one 
or more streets like that. 

In these fading areas there stand 
many beautiful and dignified churches 
of all denominations. They were 
erected some 25, 30, or 40 years ago 
in accordance with the ideals of 
church life and spiritual work com- 
mensurate with their constituency. 
But now you could write over the 
doorways: “Ichabod” —the glory has 
departed. Yes, the building is still 
there, and part of the congregation 
still assembles there on Sunday 
mornings, but the life and vigor of 
the body is weakening. 

The membership has stood firm, 
but it has also stood still. The 
church’s mission and methods have 
remained unchanged in the face of 
complete change of environment. The 
leaders and their people, refusing to 
adjust to changing conditions, hon- 


estly believe that the old way of.. 


doing things will someday bring back 
the former glory. But the old vital 
spark is gone, enthusiasm has waned, 
the spirit of depression and defeatism 
often permeates the life of the church, 
its financial burdens grow heavier, for 
the new members add little new 
financial strength, and the faithful 
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Changing Community 


Executive Secretary, Eastern District of Synod, Buffalo, N. ¥. 


“There has been a wholesale evacuation to the suburbs” 


remnant carries on as best it may. 
Once there were enough Protestants 
to go around fairly well, but today 
struggling congregations compete 
with one another like hungry animals 
on barren plains. 


The Answer 


What chance has the church in the 
older districts? It has little chance 
unless we are ready with thoughtful 
foresight and heroic action. These 
churches, by and large, cannot sur- 
vive unless an over-all strategy is 
devised for the denominational pat- 
tern or the program of the individual 
congregation is revised to meet 
changing conditions. Someone has 
commented bluntly: “The church 
which serves the community will not 
be allowed to die; the church that 
fails to serve the community does 
not deserve to live.” To avoid a slow 
and inevitable death, several things 
must happen. 

The members of each congregation 
will have to realize that the impli- 
cations of Matthew 28 and John 3:16 
are world-wide and all-inclusive. As 
little as Paul could limit his preaching 
to the house of Israel, so little can 
we restrict our interest to “our kind 
of people.” We shall have to realize 
that we do not serve merely a con- 
stituency but rather a community, 
that while we gladly cross the ocean 
and the heathen lands explore, we 
can also find the heathen nearer, we 
can help them at our door. America’s 
cities need the message and the min- 
istry of the Lutheran Church. There 
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THE PRESIDENT 


“The mission of the church is 
missions.” How true! Evidently our 
Savior thought so. On the Mount of 
Olives just before His ascension He 
addressed His parting words to His 
church: “Ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me.” “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

Can there be any doubt that the 
early church understood her mission to 
be missions? Within a short while the 
enemies said: “Ye have filled Jerusalem 
with your doctrine.” Later they said 
of St. Paul and Silas: “These that have 
turned the world upside down are come 
hither also.” The Book of Acts teems 
with accounts of the church’s mission 
activity. 


The Church’s Mission Today 


The mission of the church has not 
changed in the least. Intensive and 
aggressive mission work in our own 
country and in foreign lands is in- 
creasingly and urgently necessary. The 
enormous population growth is a tre- 
mendous challenge to the church. As 
He said to His disciples at Jacob’s Well, 
so Jesus surely would say to us today: 
“Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields, for they are white already to 
harvest.” 

For these reasons the convention at 
St. Paul will devote much time to mis- 
sions. Synod has a number of mission 
boards which must report to the con- 
vention: the Board for Missions in 
North and South America, the Board 
for Missions in Foreign Countries, the 
Board for Missions to the Blind, the 
Board for Missions to the Deaf, the 
Board for European Affairs (at present 
in the hands of an interim committee), 
the Student Service Commission, the 
Church Extension Board. To _ these 
must be added the Missionary Board 
of the Synodical Conference, which 
directs the work in Nigeria and much 
of the work among the Negroes in our 
country. The reports of these boards 
as well as their proposals and requests 
will be assigned to Committee Number 
Two. Men from practically every Dis- 
trict of Synod will serve on _ this 
committee. They will meet Monday, 
June 18, at Concordia College. 


Home Missions 


Home Missions requires the largest 
number of missionaries and has the 
largest number of stations. During the 
past five years 546 new congregations 
were called into being. The future will 
present even greater opportunities. 
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A careful study of the present growth 
and also shift in population, taking into 
account only a proportionate obligation 
of our Synod, leads the board to 
envision the organization of 1,350 new 
congregations in North America as 
a minimum responsibility within the 
next 10 years. A real challenge! 

The convention will hear about the 
creation of the Department of Evan- 
gelism and the effective work which it 
has undertaken. In various centers the 
Preaching-Teaching-Reaching Mission 
has met with wonderful success, and 
many other centers are planning such 
a mission. 

Furthermore, the convention will 
consider how in the great cause of 
reaching souls we may make a more 
effective use of radio, the Lutheran 
Hour, the TV program, “This Is the 
Life,” Sunday School by Mail, and 
tract distribution. 


Church Extension Fund 


The mounting building costs have 
affected also the costs of establishing 
new missions. What does it cost to 
establish a new congregation? The 
figures for 1955 show the following 
average costs: Real estate, $6,000; a 
first unit all-purpose building, $44,000; 
and a _ parsonage, $15,000. Total: 
$65,000. The average request for a 
loan was $24,000. 

Synod’s Church Extension Fund 
must aid our 13 subsidized Districts. 
More than 50% of the new congrega- 
tions have been organized in these 
subsidized Districts, though they have 
only one fifth of our total communicant 
membership. It is evident that these 
Districts need loans from Synod’s 
Church Extension Fund. If God con- 
tinues to grant us growth, if we intend 
to keep pace with the population growth 
and the population thrusts, we should 
think in terms of twenty-five million 
dollars for our Church Extension Fund. 
This fund needs gifts and loans. How 
about remembering it in your will? 
Or if you make a settlement of your 
estate before your death, remember the 
Church Extension Fund with a propor- 
tionate share. This fund never de- 
creases. As congregations pay back the 
loans, other needy congregations can 
obtain loans. The convention must give 
prayerful attention to this important 
matter. 

I wish that space would permit de- 
tailed information about Synod’s work 
among the blind (much of the tran- 
scribing is done by volunteer workers) 
and the work among the deaf in North 
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America and now also in foreign cou 

tries. Missionary A. J. Lutz is develo 
ing a program for work among the de 
in India, and Missionary Paul Stre 
has made a survey in Japan. ; 


Latin American Missions 


The convention must concern itse 
with the work into which God has 
our church in Mexico, Central Americ; 
and South America. Perhaps the bi 
gest issue is the training of nat? 
pastors and teachers. In Mexico on 
those who were born in Mexico ca 
serve as ministers to Mexicans. Braz 
needs men who can speak Portugues 
and Argentina, Venezuela, Guatemalk 
Chile, Cuba, men who can speak Spat 
ish. Our Brazil District is the tent 
largest District of Synod as far as co 
municant membership is concerned. ] 
is carrying out an aggressive prograf 
of expansion in the central and northef 
parts of Brazil. We must help thes 
people to enlarge the facilities for th 
training of many more native workef 


Foreign Missions 


The Board for Missions in Fore 
Countries will report on our Synod 
missions in India, Macao near Hot 
Kong, Taiwan (Formosa), the Philt 
pines, and New Guinea. The read 
will note that this has reference to 
preaching of the Gospel in countri 
where idol worship is common, co 
tries where our missionaries witne 
crumbling idol thrones supplanted | 
the Cross of our blessed Redeemer. V 
shall hear that after glamorous begi 
nings in our foreign mission fields the 
follows a program of “digging in,” ( 
thorough indoctrination, of careful 
ganization, of building on solid fou 
dations. 

We shall hear about the increasi 
urgency of foreign missions. Thoug 
practically all Christian denominatio 
have done much mission work in fo 
eign countries — and some much me 
than we have done — there are mai 
more heathen in the world today th 
there were 25 years ago. What a chi 
lenge! Surely our Synod, which h 
enjoyed God’s bountiful blessings, ca 
not be indifferent to this impo 
work. Our Board anticipates that wit 
in the next 10 years it will need 
least 39 new missionaries from @ 
home church. It plans to call eight 
this year’s graduates to the Far Ez 
These men are needed to aid the we 
of intensification and expansion. 

Joun W. BEHNKEN 


u 


Fhe Pralr 
(I) 


| Threefold Deliverance 


salm 116:8: “For Thou hast de- 
ed my soul from death, mine eyes 
1 tears, and my feet from falling.” 


e walk in danger all the way,” 
we sing in a moving hymn. 
‘in the same hymn we go on to 
“We walk with Jesus all the 
” He is the Deliverer, the Psalm- 
and our own. 
The first and greatest evil from 
ch He delivers us is death. “Thou 
' delivered my soul from death,” 
Psalmist cries. We have newly 
crated the glad day of resurrec- 
This is the immortal Easter 
ne: Christ triumphed over death. 
delivered His own body from the 
fe and has promised the same to 
With the Psalmist we can cling 
qe resurrection hope. Now death 
lost its sting, and the grave its 
d. Life eternal is our heritage. 
3ut more: Our Lord has delivered 
from another evil. “Thou hast 
yered . . . mine eyes from tears,” 
Psalmist continues. This world 
aptly been called a “vale of tears.” 
wing the years of our earthly 
rimage, Holy Writ declares, “Yet 
neir strength labor and sorrow.” 
We stagger at times beneath the 
of our cares. We are wounded 
by “the slings and arrows of 
ageous fortune.” Our eyes are 
sumed with tears as grief takes its 
ry toll. We are brought at times 
he brink of despair. 
Just then it is that we need to heed 
Psalmist’s words: “Thou hast de- 
red... mine eyes from tears.” He 
ble to heal each aching wound. 
is able to ease each heavy load. 
is able to dry each scalding tear. 
He it is who “hath borne our 
fs and carried our sorrows.” 
Our Lord delivers us in yet a third 
: “Thou hast delivered . . . my 
from falling.” He rescues us from 
ptation. Earnestly, daily, we must 
- our Lord’s own petition: “Lead 
ot into temptation.” For daily the 
1 places stumbling blocks in our 
1, obstacles to make us trip, snares 
our unwary feet. 
But with our divine Protector at 
side, we shall tread safely through 
devil’s maze and avoid the pitfalls 
sin. He keeps our steps on the 
OW way and guards our feet from 
ng. He guides us with His counsel, 
He will lead us unto glory. 


Tuomas COATES 
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Arad Fewus Said 


“Woman, behold thy son! Then 
saith He to the disciple, Behold thy 
mother!” JOHN 19:26, 27 


hen the cross, the instrument of 

inexpressible agonies, had been 
fastened in the ground and from var- 
ious sides taunts and blasphemies were 
hurled at the Savior, there was a little 
group of friends and relatives who 
defied all dangers and placed them- 
selves directly under or next to the 


“cross. St. John reports 19:25: “Now 


there stood by the cross of Jesus His 
mother and His mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Cleophas, and Mary 
Magdalene.” Accompanying was John, 
the son of Zebedee. 

Tortured by indescribable pain, 
the Son of God nevertheless lovingly 
fixed His gaze on His mother and in 
filial affection provided for her. It 
is true, there were brothers of Jesus 
who were sons of Joseph and Mary 
or, as many hold, cousins of our Lord, 
or, according to the opinion of others, 
sons of Joseph from a former mar- 
riage. But John 7:5 tells us distinctly 
that they did not believe in Him 
(an attitude which changed after the 
Resurrection and the Ascension). 
There existed, however, a special bond 
of affection between our Lord and 
John. Why was John the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, the one of whom 
He was particularly fond? We sur- 
mise that it was because he showed 
a deeper understanding of Jesus’ 
teaching, a more profound insight into 
the mysteries of the Master’s person 
and work, and a greater devotion to 
Him than all the others. The fact 
that he braved all hazards and openly 
identified himself as a friend of the 
despised Prophet is evidence that 
Jesus’ affection was not misplaced. 

Jesus, in the brief words quoted 
above, established the relationship of 
mother and son between His mother 
and this disciple. “And from that 
hour that disciple took her unto his 
own home,” becoming her protector. 

What a glimpse we are here af- 
forded into the heart of Jesus! His 
tole as Savior of the world, as the 
great Sin-Bearer, did not make Him 
forget the care and concern He owed 
His mother. Religious ecstasy, enthu- 
siasm, and fervor, while praiseworthy 
by themselves, must not lead us to 
neglect the plain duties toward our 
family. This lesson is taught us by the 
dying Redeemer. 


WILLIAM F. ARNDT 


Sia 


Words of Life 
= 


“Theirs is the 
heaven.” 


kingdom of 
Mattuew 5:3 


hat are the blessings of the 

Kingdom? The Beatitudes of 
our Lord give us a plastic and vivid 
answer. The Kingdom means that the 
sluice gates of God’s mercy are 
opened wide to meet man’s utter need. 
The poor in spirit are blessed. They 
have God as their all-sufficient King. 
Those who have nothing and depend 
on God for everything shall find in 
Him everything. “They that mourn,” 
those whose cry of “How long, 
O Lord?” rises up in the long night 
of this world’s evil and this world’s 
agony —to them is promised com- 
fort: their night of weeping will be 
the morn of song. To the meek, to 
those who in serene and confident 
dependence trust in the Lord and wait 
patiently for Him, is promised the 
earth as their inheritance; their hope 
shall not be confounded —the new 
heavens and the new earth of God’s 
recreated world shall be theirs, and 
they shall walk with God once more. 

Not to those who do righteousness 
is our Lord’s promise given, but to 
those who long for it and yearn for 
it as for the indispensable blessing; 
those who hunger and thirst for right- 
eousness shall be filled full — God’s 
righteous will shall be done for them, 
in them, and through them. 

And it is the Messiah Himself, 
whose name is “the LORD our Right- 
eousness,” who makes this promise 
and pronounces those who seek Him 
blessed! No persecution can therefore 
dim the glory of the blessedness of 
those whom He calls blessed; for they 
in their suffering go the way that He 
has hallowed by His going. Small 
wonder that this glory which shines 
from the future into men’s dark pres- 
ent fills those lives with glory, too; 
small wonder that these beggars be- 
fore God become rich in mercy and 
confess their hope of the mercy which 
they shall find in the Judgment by 
mercy shown to their fellow men; that 
they who shall be declared the sons 
of the God of peace show themselves 
even now to be peacemakers. 

And in the power of their present 
blessing and in the strength of their 
great hope these men who are under 
God’s reign can do all this in purity 
of heart, with no thought for them- 
selves, but. seeking always the glory 
of God and His Christ. 


MARTIN H, FRANZMANN 


EDITORIALS 


As Simple As That 


It appears difficult to us at times to explain to the 
unchurched that salvation is by grace, not by works or 
merit. In reality the answer is most simple. It was to 
the highly respected churchman Nicodemus that Jesus 
said: “God so loved. the world that He gave His only- 


begotten Son; that: whosoever believeth in Him should’ hot’: 


perish, but have everlasting life.” 

This simple but glorious statement of Jesus explains 
everything. God sent His Son as the Savior of men 
because men were unable to save themselves. Had man 
been able to save himself, the coming of Jesus would not 
have been necessary. And when Jesus adds that it is the 
believer in Him who shall not perish, He clearly indicates 
that human works or character cannot bring about man’s 
salvation. 

Nor can grace and works be mingled. “And if by grace, 
then it is no more of works; otherwise grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace; 
otherwise work is no more work.” 

That is God’s verdict. Beyond that we cannot go. 
If men refuse to believe in Jesus, they perish through their 
own fault. 


It is as simple as all that. 


Play Ball! 


When young men wear the uniform of their church in 
a competitive sport, they are expected to show sportsman- 
ship to an outstanding degree. Anything less than that 
often brings discredit to their congregation and the Gospel 
it proclaims. 

Besides, athletes do well to remember that sports test 
spiritual mettle as well as physical and mental prowess. 
In sports it is important to discipline self, to accept adverse 
decisions like a man, to curb rash impulses, to be a team 
player rather than a hero, to be chaste and just. Victory 
is a shallow feat if the losers have acquitted themselves 
more nobly than the winners. 

When the umpire’s “Play ball!” opens the 1956 season 
for the hardball and softball church teams of the nation, 
let there be clean and Christian sportsmanship. May all 
church teams be the best teams, win or lose! 


The Sin of Sins 


There is no greater sin that that of rejecting divine 
grace. God is not willing that any sinner should perish, 
but that all should repent and accept His grace. He is 
willing to forgive every sin, however great or black. No 
sinner need fear or despair, as though Christ did not atone 
for his sins. Satan indeed would have him believe that his 
sins are greater than God’s forgiveness, but the Gospel 
assures him that “the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 
cleanses us from all sin.” 


By y's, 


When a man ignores the Gospel, or flatly scorns ¢ 
rejects its offer of pardon and peace with God, he is sla 
ming the door of mercy in his own face. He commits © 
sin which makes forgiveness impossible. Unbelief is ™ 
sin of sins. He who commits it is on a level of a m 
who goes on a hunger strike. No earthly gain or advanté 
avails him if he starves himself to death. 


Unbelief begins small. First there is indifference to 
Word caused by a materialistic spirit which ogles ¢ 
world and covets its pleasures and treasures. Soon coj 
lame excuses, odious references to the “hypocrisy” 
church members, finally a complete Demaslike return’ 
the world. There may be other causes, but always it 
the individual himself who shuts himself out from ¢ 
free grace of God. 

The cure? Only a divinely wrought understanding 
one’s pitiable plight and a likewise divinely wroug 
acceptance of the love of God in Christ. Both are obtain 
through the Word. 


That way lies help and salvation. 


“Sing Unto the Lord!” 


Our church choirs are enhancing the beauty of holin 
in the public worship of the Lord. Directors and chorist 
spend many hours in patient rehearsals to sing. unto 
Lord a new song. 


ia 


Junior choirs are appearing more extensively, it seem 
in singing praises unto His name. Nearly all of our Chr 
tian day school teachers have had excellent training % 
directing choirs and in achieving: outstanding results } 
producing clear tones in the sweet voices of children> 
a wholesome contrast to much of the crooning which pi 
lutes the airwaves. 


Many congregations which do not maintain a paroch 
school are cultivating the art of children’s choral singi 
Usually a musically talented member, often a consecrat 
woman, gladly lends her ability to train the junior chd 
To intelligent direction, children respond quickly with fa 
and enthusiasm. The worshiper cannot fail to sense 
sincerity and conviction in their singing. 

Parents whose children are in the choir naturally 1 
joice in their children’s accomplishments. The songs pré 
ticed in rehearsals: are often sung in the happy childre 
hours in the family circle. Congregations blessed 
a good junior choir experience an increase in church 
tendance. But, most of all the congregation, rememberi 
Psalm 81: “Sing aloud unto God, our Strength; make 
joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. Take a psalm, 2 
bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the ps 
tery,” is grateful for the service which their choirs ¢ 
rendering. 


“Sing unto the Lord” is more than a soft, pious p. 
it is part of worship. 
W. H. Munorincer, Editor 
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OSE LEAVES 


Oakley and the Golden Bird 


ce there was a small tree named Oakley. God planted 

Oakley on top of a gentle slope overlooking Lake 
io. He was a healthy young tree. Every day he 
d push his roots deeper into the soft warm earth and 
th out his arms and fingers to heaven. His whole face 
‘open to God, and he was very happy. 

e day as Oakley was waving his arms to God, a beau- 
bird flew past his face. He was fascinated by the 
» and beauty of the winged creature. Oakley could 
ake his eyes off the golden bird. When it actually 
ed on one of his arms, Oakley was overjoyed. He 
very still so that he would not frighten his feathered 
d away. Soon it began to sing a lovely song. Oakley 
ssure_that the song was for him. After some time the 
en bird stopped singing and flew off into the wind. 


sakley was brokenhearted. He got all upset. He twisted ~ 


turned; he pushed and pulled, trying to free himself 
the soil, trying to fly after the little bird. Oakley 
until he was exhausted. 
took a while before Oakley felt the joy and peace he 
had known. It took a long time before Oakley forgot 
yeauty of the golden bird and remembered the beauty 
jod in heaven. 


tome fleeting beauty of the world has fascinated many 

‘le who grow tired of being “like a tree planted by the 

‘s of water that bringeth forth his fruit in his season.” 

y are so busy trying to catch golden birds that they 
no time to worship God and find in Him real 

yiness. 

mly God is truly beautiful; all else is passing. 


DaniEL W. FUELLING, Pastor 
Zion Church, Geneva, N. Y. 


Professional Fund Raisers 


uch as professional fund raisers talk about motives, 

* success lies primarily in the use of proved methods 
d upon applied psychology. They use stewardship to 
e method. They would have people believe that stew- 
hip is undenominational, and with a few politic addi- 
; or deletions, their type of stewardship can be used 
‘tively among Jews, Universalists, anti-Trinitarians, 
aodists, and Lutherans alike. Now ‘stewardship per se 
ndenominational, but Christian stewardship is not. 
istian stewardship is bedded in Christian doctrine. The 
logy of some professional fund raisers we know is bad, 
e their fund-raising techniques are good. If they 
Id always permit the congregations to supply the 
ives while they applied only the techniques, and these 
niques were made servants of the proper motives, then 
would be well. The teaching function in the church 
iid not become, even in part, the privilege of a secular 
nization. Of what good are the best methods if the 
yer motivation does not bless their use? 
Ve have had this thing “out” with several of the fund- 
ng groups. They recognize that we wish to preserve 
Lutheran theology also when it comes to fund-raising. 
sr church bodies have voiced similar objectives. 
3e it said to the credit of these fund-raising groups 
they are beginning to co-operate. So, let’s be very 
“why” we want to raise funds, and the “how” will 
e the “why.” 

English District Stewardship Bulletin 
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Whats the Answer 


Question: Is it possible for me to go to Holy Communion 
in a congregation that uses grape juice? 


Answer: It appears from your letter that this con- 
gregation is affiliated with our Synod. That is news. 

It will have to be admitted that the use of genuine 
(unfermented) grape juice still qualifies as “fruit of 
the vine,” as Jesus described the wine which He 
used at the first Communion (Matt. 26:29; Mark 14: 
25; Luke 22:18), even as our theologians have always 
agreed that the bread might be leavened (fermented) 
or unleavened. But why should a Lutheran congre- 
gation depart from a church practice which dates 
back nineteen centuries? The fact that St. Paul in 
the verses immediately preceding the well-known 
Communion passage (1 Cor. 11:23-29) speaks of 
drunken church members reveals that wine was used 
in the Lord’s Supper by the Early Church. 

One gains the impression that the congregation 
in question was influenced to make this change by 
the pressure of people who regard every use of 
alcoholic beverages as sinful. Should we yield to or 
support such an erroneous view? 

Dr. Theo. Graebner in his Borderland of Right 
and Wrong lists the following reasons against the 
congregational use of grape juice in its normal Com- 
munion practice: 1) The unwisdom of departing from 
a long-established usage of the entire Christian 
Church; 2) the doubt that will be raised in the 
minds of many as to the validity of the Sacrament; 
3) the obligation to oppose the erroneous ideas of 
those who condemn the use of wine on religious 
grounds; 4) the offense that is involved. These 
points are still valid. Why should a congregation 
tamper with the Holy Sacrament even though the 
use of grape juice cannot be ruled out completely, 
as shown above? 

Can you commune with such a congregation? 
Not if you have doubts about the validity of the 
Sacrament under those circumstances. Such a con- 
gregation should, to say the least, make it possible 
for those who have such doubts to receive the 
Sacrament in the time-honored way. 


Question: Why is the Thursday in Holy Week called Maundy 
Thursday? 


Answer: The word Maundy, from the Middle 
English mounde and the Old French mandé, means 
commandment. Some hold that the name refers to 
Christ’s command to His disciples that they wash 
one another’s feet; others to His command or in- 
vitation to eat and drink the Holy Supper; others 
to the ancient custom of carrying baskets of food 
to the poor that night. It is best understood in 
reference to Christ’s words which He spoke to His 
disciples shortly before He left the Upper Room that 
night: “A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another’ (John 13:34). 0.ES 


THE CHURCH IN A CHANGING 
COMMUNITY 


(Continued from page 5) 


is work to be done among all races, 
kindreds, tongues, and peoples, among 
rich and poor, high and low, learned 
and ignorant. These are “our people.” 

Once this basic truth has been 
accepted, the best minds of these 
affected congregations will have to 
get together and develop a master 
plan for the city as a whole. The 
careful and objective analysis of the 
problems will undoubtedly make it 
clear that there are too many 
churches of the same persuasion com- 
peting with one another for the same 
poor pasturage remaining. Hence the 
experiment should be tried of com- 
bining two or more units of the same 
faith into one strong and adaptable 
one. And this union should be 
effected while these churches still 
have some measure of strength left, 
so that that action would not be a last 
desperate move to ward off extinction, 
but a brave sincere effort to meet the 
situation head on. Such a merged 
institution, if it could ride the waves 
of petty jealousies, outworn tradition, 
outmoded customs, and stubborn sen- 
timentality (a perilous adventure), 
would have the financial stamina to 
support a specialized staff of workers 
and a diversified program with suffi- 
cient lay leadership to give it char- 
acter and standing in the community. 
Again, as in the case of the downtown 
church, it requires a program adapted 
to area needs and an adequate staff. 


Catching the Vision 


Now it is a joy to report that some 
of our congregations are beginning to 
catch the vision and are adapting 
their programs to rapidly changing 
situations. One of these is St. Mat- 
thew’s on the northern tip of Man- 
hattan, where Pastor A. W. Trinklein 
has a truly cosmopolitan congregation, 
with 34 nationalities, where the presi- 
dent of the congregation is a Jew 
(there are 85 of them in the congre- 
gation), and where for years the 
president was a Japanese whose 
brother was superintendent of the 
Sunday school. St. Matthew’s is no 
longer the “German Church.” Today 
it is the leading Protestant congrega- 
tion in the neighborhood, with 650 
communicants and 1,500 souls. 

A similar thing is happening at 
First Immanuel in Chicago, under the 
leadership of Pastor Ralph Moellering. 
From a communicant membership of 
3,000 around 1900 it had gone down 
to ,120 in 1954. The Sunday school 
enrollment was 25. By the middle of 
1955, because the congregation now 
serves the community, the Sunday 
school enrollment had increased to 
250 and the membership grown in 


10 


proportion. The methods of approach 
include teen-age clubs, health classes, 
Boy Scouts, audio-visual education, 
Saturday school, vacation Bible 
school, and a certain amount of social 
service. First Immanuel, 100 years 
old, was ready to fold its tent and 
steal away to the suburbs, but God 
opened her eyes to see the souls at 
her doorstep, and now she has a 
promising future in the very place 
where she might have been buried. 
These examples could be multiplied, 
not only in our own Synod but in 
many other Protestant groups. Thank 
God that more of our older congre- 
gations are beginning to see what it 
means to “witness where you are.” 

The church that is on the lookout 
only for “our kind of people” and 
is interested only in those who give 
promise of being of service cannot 
successfully undertake such a task 
as we have outlined. A somnolent 
people, a reactionary membership 
incapable of adjustment to circum- 
stances and unwilling to change its 
outlook or its methods, is doomed 
to die. Success means a working 
membership, an enduring enthusiasm, 
a warm love for the souls of men, 
hearts of men and women on fire with 
love for God and their fellow men. 
It will mean a contented and joyous 
membership, sustained by a sense of 
privilege in service and a holy joy 
in sharing divine blessings with others 
less privileged and blessed. 


Sunday Morning 


I love the sweet and solemn air 
Of early Sunday morn: 

The very stillness holds a prayer 
Surcharged with love and peace. 


I love the sweet and solemn hour 
That Sunday worship brings: 
Communing with our holy God 
Uplifts the earth-bound soul. 


Lombard, Ill. Ciara SEUEL SCHREIBER 


MY PASTOR 


By One Who Sits in the Pew 


I am not permitted the privilege of 
hearing him very often. While he 
stands before his congregation to 
bring the congregation a message 
from God, I am usually filling some 
pulpit elsewhere. It has been a rich 
experience to be a pastor having 
a pastor. It has been an experience 
full of instruction. It has made me 
more aware of what our people think 
as they meet the Lord’s Day with 
plans to go to God’s house for wor- 
ship. Last Sunday, as we made our 
way to church, I found myself pray- 
ing, “Lord, bring me real food for 
my soul. Bring me a message which 
will draw me into Your presence, and 
send me forth with a vision of You 
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which will make me adequatd 
the mission to which You hava 
signed me.” 

Then the hour of worship bh 
with a stillness that encouraged a} 
tiveness to whatever God had fo 
soul. My pastor came to the @ 
There was no pomp of display if 
entrance. And when he bega¥ 
pray, I knew that he was hir 
aware of coming into the preseng 
God. Each of us has his or her } 
preference. Personally, I find 
much easier to pray in the Co 
when they are not chanted; b 
chanted them so that I found m 
praying with him. 

It was the sermon which sti 
my soul to deep thankfulness fo 
gift of my pastor. He had spd 
only a few sentences before I bee 
aware of the prophetic approac 
his message. He made the God o 
ages speak to my soul. He did 
speak in such a general manner 
we could think that he was me 
speaking to our time. He spok 
every person in that gathering. 
knew that he had been alone wit 
God, and that he came to us as 
pastor to bring us a word from 
Lord. How he painted sin as 
He unveiled the very sins that m 
be doing their destructive work 
our lives. Then, on that backgro 
he proclaimed forgiveness till it 
came a personal absolution to any 
who would believe. I cannot imag 
anyone leaving the church and say 
“What a lovely sermon you preac 
today.” It was anything but lov 
It made sin gruesome. He must h 
stepped on many toes that day. 
must have known that he would 
that. Yet he spoke with a loy 
pointedness of one who knew 
this was his message to the pet 
which his Master had given hir 
bring to them. One sensed no fea 
offending. One sensed only a h 
reaching out as Christ did for 
salvation of everyone in his audie 
Then came the clear echo of 
closing words. With boldness and 
he proclaimed full forgiveness 
Christ to the most needy of sinn 

But this is what gripped my : 
as I walked quietly from God’s hot 
That was the way my pastor preac 
the last time I heard him. The 
sponse of my soul was this: W 
a privilege to go on my way pray 
with confidence that God would w 
mightily by His Spirit to make 
Word bear fruit in this congregat 
There will be a fellowship of pr 
with my pastor next Sunday. I k 
the people he speaks to then will k 
a prophetic voice that has powe! 
unveil the real need of their hex 
and then power to forgive and clez 
and transform for His glory. Th 
You, God, for my pastor. 

Lutheran Heralc 
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Expanding with the church! Serving more 

congregations of Synod with more religious 
materials of top-grade value! That's been the 
heartening progress story of your 


Concordia Publishing House during the 


past three years. The Christ-centered products 

of CPH literally circle the globe. So great has been the 
demand for her products that new office quarters recently 
became necessary to process the mounting number of orders. 
CPH now comprises seven buildings; five three-story, one 
single-story, and one four-story building. 


\ 
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With a post-office address in the great industrial Midwest, Concordia 


fyou see some of the highspots of the Concordia publishing program of is strategically located to serve the church and CPH branches through- 
must three years . . . Volume 12 of Luther's Works, Lutheran Cyclopedia, out the world. While CPH has no official outlets, it has established 
sous Bodies of America, and The Cross and the Common Man have been connections with thousands of bookstores and suppliers throughout 
ably reviewed by the nation’s book critics. What is most important, all the United States and Canada. Close co-operation also exists with 
books are meeting real spiritual and educational needs. markets in England, South America, Australia, India, and Africa. 


In 1954, sales on 
the new 1,130-page 
Lutheran Cyclopedia 
set an all-time rec- 
ord. Twenty thou- 
sand copies found 
their way into Lu- 
theran homes, Gen- 
eral Manager O. A. 
Dorn and Mr. Paul 
Struessel, merchan- 
dise buyer, look at 
one of the 17,000 
books ordered during 
the special prepub- 
lication period, 


a publishing house we devise ways and means for more people to 

pse broader horizons, to discover the reading treasures and pleasures 
found in books. For that reason the Concordia Book Club offers 

reasonable cost some of the better books from the nation's leading 
thers. : 


Remington Rand punch-card 
equipment has been used 
for several years now in 
| computing  cost-accounting 
information, for writing 
payrolls, and performing 
other accounting functions. 
This summer the equipment 
will be augmented to en- 
able CPH to handle the 
thousands of orders re- 
ceived each week. All 
orders will be written up 
on the tabulating equip- 
ment, automatically priced 
and computed. Needed 
sales and marketing statis- 
tics will be available as 
a by-product of the new 
system. 


\ significant publishing venture was launched on October 31 of last 
fear — the translation from Latin and German of Dr. Martin Luther's 
nost important writings into modern English for the first time. The 
sroject will require 15 years and will consist of 55 volumes. The whole 
’rotestant world has long awaited this monumental undertaking. 
Above, Dr. John W. Behnken, President of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
ouri Synod, accepts the first volume from Dr. O. A. Dorn, CPH Gen- 
ral Manager. 


ioc 


ae Se meters es 


Pride of craftsmanship and high quality have long been 
the hallmark of the CPH product. Copies of some of Con- 
cordia's very special de luxe bindings have been formally 
presented to President Dwight D. Eisenhower, former Pres- 
ident Herbert Hoover, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dowager 
Queen Mary of England, Adlai Stevenson, Estes Kefauver, 
Catherine Marshall, Walt Disney, H. V. Kaltenborn, Lowell 
Thomas, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, Mrs. Ramona Deite- 
meyer (Mrs, America — 1955), and Louis Lochner. 


stitched, trimmed, 


The installation of the newest automat 
chinery has brought about production economies, enabling — 
CPH to overcome rapidly rising costs of labor and materials — 
and to keep prices at a minimum. 
Prices are as reasonable or lower than those for similar items 
on the general market. The above picture illustrates how 
automation is applied to the production of the ‘Lutheran Wit- : 
ness.’ In this operation the ‘‘Witness’’ is being gathered, 


In 1955 _ 
and ad 

Dr. J. 
riculum 
selves in 
itual ap’ 
series po) 


To keep pace with the climbing circulation of © 
20 periodicals for all age levels, to produce ¢ 
and at low cost the increased quantities of chur 
plies and curriculum materials, several new high 
presses have been installed. Here is one of Con 
large, two-color Harris presses, running contin 
with 15 other presses to supply the needs of our 
ing church. Two department leaders are i 
a press sheet from the Easter issue of This Day 
azine. ; 


ic methods and ma- 


Generally speaking, CPH 


and made ready for mailing in one 


for the high school, college, 
earance. Rev. Walter Riess, 
' Robert Hoyer edit these cur- 
levels. The materials them- 
onal, psychological, and spir- 
| eye appeal have made the 
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lhe past few years, Concordia has 
‘recognition as a publisher and 
of church music — by musicians 
and without our church. Writes 
thaw, Conductor, The Robert Shaw 
» **Your over-all policy of commit- 
the finest in sacred music — even 
int of recommending publications 
houses — is a rare integrity even 
publishers of church music and 
certainly help to build an intelli- 
d consecrated ministry of music in 
ntry.”” 


P 


Another new development has been the production for the first time in our own plant of the Primary 
Pictures have been painted by some 


and Beginner four-color leaflets — using our own religious art. 


of the country’s leading artists especially for these ‘'Life in Christ'’ Sunday school lessons, acclaimed 


by many — also in other churches — as among the best and most attractive available. Above, Con- 


cordia’s Art Director, Miss Lillian Brune, examining press sheet of original Bible art for the new Con- 


cordia Teaching Pictures. Against the wall are four of the many new art. productions for the “Life in 


Christ” Series. 


A recent survey cited CPH as one of the top 
leaders in the Audio-Visual Education field — 
for its production and distribution of slides, 
filmstrips, and films for missionary purposes, 
the Sunday school, day school, VBS, and 
general church life. Concordia motion pic- 
tures are distributed in Canada, England, 
Ireland, South Africa, Australia, New Zea- 
land, and the Philippines, to name just a few 


outlets. 


In January, Concordia 
conducted a two-day 
workshop at River Forest 
Teachers College, under 
the auspices of the Syn- 
odical Literature Board, 
to survey the literature 
program of Synod for 
the next ten years. Aft 
left, Drs. Otto A. Geise- 
man, O. A. Dorn, Os- 
wald Hoffmann, and 
Prof. Martin L. Koehneke 
were four of the 32 
churchmen present at 
this workshop, the first 
of its kind. 


Over the years, and 
especially during the 
past few years, Con- 
cordia has frequently 
received printing, de- 
sign, binding, and 
Production awards 
— from the Graphic 
Arts industry and 
Film Councils. Most 
recent award came 
from the Chicago 
Book Clinic for the 
“high standards of 
design, printing, 
binding, publishing 
intention, and reader 
appeal’’ exhibited in 
The Christian Kinder- 
garten, a 1955 pub- 
lication. 
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“The Lord has richly blessed 
the work and outreach of Con- 
cordia Publishing House during 
the last triennium. Our activ- 
ities have multiplied. New 
printing and distribution oppor- 
tunities now challenge us on 
many fronts, foreign as well 
as domestic. According to 
Dr. Martin Luther, ‘printing is 
the highest and ultimate gift 


whereby God advances the 
cause of His Gospel.’ All of 
us at Concordia rejoice in this 
gift of God and look upon our 
work in Synod's ‘printery’ as 


a glorious vocation. We count 


t a privilege to be engaged in 
sending forth an ever-swelling 
stream of eloquent testimonies 


to the Savior's precious name." 


O. A. Dorn 
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Che Work | CPH was produced. For a deeper insight 


of 


The members of the Board of Directors of CPH are men in res 
positions and are well qualified to direct the policies of this 
owned corporation. The following were elected at the triennie 
ventions of Synod (from left to right): Harvey A. Kopp, preside 
Harvey Kopp, Inc., St. Louis; Rev. Kenneth R. Hoffmann, pastor 
Church, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, secretary; Richard C. Oberman 
president of Metropolitan St. Louis Company, chairman; Dr. Otto 

general manager of CPH; William A. Lahrmann, assistant secret 
Universal Match Company, St. Louis, vice-chairman; Alfred T. Lei 
vice-president, Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., St. Louis. 
Missing from picture were: Arthur J. Meyer, president of A. J. Mey 
Company, St, Louis, and Mr. Theodore Gassner, Instructor, Hope 
School, St. Louis, assistant secretary. 


Behind the initials ‘‘CPH,"’ behind the modern machines turning out 
religious materials, stand a corps of capable, loyal workers . . . o¥ 
450 of them. To the regular employee benefits, CPH has added a 
pitalization and welfare plan, a payroll savings plan, catering servi 
personnel counseling, and a retirement program. As Concordia progress! 
so do the men and women who help make that progress possible. 


ing for you and your church, a movie in 


scope of your publishing house’s world-wid 
tion, we encourage you to write for the 3 


©ur Wands film The Work of Our Hands. It's free for sl 


“Two British Navy jet fighters 


es near Devil’s Peak and Lyemun. 
_ thank God that the pupils of Saint 
ip’s Lutheran School at Lyemun 
ped injury and death when parts 
he planes landed on the roof of 
’ chapel-school and on the play- 
und,” Missionary Elmer H. Thode 
orted from Hong Kong. 

ust two or three minutes before 
wreckage hurtled to earth, the 
oils had left the building. The 
eckage which fell on the roof made 
a small hole, because the roof 
onstructed of steel-reinforced con- 
tte. Had the children been in that 
t of the building which was dam- 
'd, they might have received head 
uries. Only a few pupils were on 
-playground, but none was injured. 
About 100 feet in front of the 
ool and on a level 20 feet below, 
Chinese woman was killed when 
laming engine struck her hut and 
-it ablaze. “One of our members 
‘upies the hut next door, but none 
nis family was injured,” Missionary 
ode wrote. 


‘The “Lutheran Witness” subscrip- 
n list reached 390,826 on April 1, 
win Wallner, head of the mailing 
oartment of Concordia Publishing 
‘use, reported. The magazine is now 
ted in 402,000 copies. 


‘Synod’s Board of Directors, meet- 
» in St.Louis April 5—6, agreed 
thorough investigation that 
mod is not ready to open new mis- 
ms in Italy and Korea, Dr. M. F. 
etzmann, Secretary, reported. 

‘The film The Unfinished Task 
2,931 bookings up to April 1. 
erings, however, so far amounted 
only $39,412.29,” Dr. Kretzmann 


ar) 


Bequests from March 6 to April 4 
aled $11,592.12. 


‘Dr. Matthias Schulz, Oberkirch- 
‘at (a German title correspond- 
* to president of a Lutheran synod 
the U.S.) of the Lutheran Free 
‘urch and pastor at Berlin-Wil- 
srsdorf, in reporting on work among 
2 parishes in the Soviet Zone, the 
rman Democratic Republic, wrote: 
“We-can say with thanks to God 
at during the last years our work 
oceeded well and without trouble. 


RIL 24, 1956 


& Feeligious NEWS 


THE MUTUAL NETWORK BROADCAST AT 12 NOON E. S.T. THE EASTER SERVICE AT DUGGAN’S 


LAKE, FLA., 


three miles from the sponsoring church, Our Savior’s, at Crestview, where William 


D. Kniffel is pastor of the congregation less than two years old. More than 2,000 worshipers 
heard Dr. E. R. Bertermann of St. Louis preach and listened to the music of the Concordia Sem- 


inary Chorus of Springfield, Ill. 


While the choristers spent the Easter week end in the area, they 


also sang on Good Friday evening to 500 people at Dothan, Ala., where 18 communicant mem- 
bers sponsored the concert; and at Panama City, Fla., to 600 people on Holy Saturday evening, 
and to 400 at the Easter sunrise service 


We have gathered the parishioners 
who were scattered after the break- 
down in 1945, and we are now able 
to look after them. The 20,000 souls 
in our Lutheran Church in the Soviet 
Zone are divided into 25 parishes 
under the care of 32 ministers and 
vicars. I should especially like to call 
your attention to our home for dea- 
conesses in Guben. This town lies 
just at the Polish border; one part 
of Guben is already Polish. There 
for some years we have had a large 
hospital and this home for deacon- 
esses. We are grateful to the Lord 
that He has supported our endeavors 
and that our sisters may work with 
His blessing.” 


Dr. George Klinck, lay member of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Toronto, 
Canada, in March was elected presi- 
dent of the Upper Canada Bible 
Society. He is chairman of the Mod- 
ern Language Department of Toronto 


Collegiate Institute and editor of ° 


Canadian Modern Language Journal, 
professional educational magazine. He 
received his Ph. D. degree in French 
literature from Laval University, Que- 
bec. His brother, Dr. A. W. Klinck, is 
a member of the faculty of Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. 
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Earlier this year the pastor of 
St. John’s, Rev. George W.. Borne- 
mann, was elected chairman of the 
National Religious Advisory Council 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. 


The deportation of Archbishop 
Makarios from Cyprus caused “great 
perplexity and distress in Christian 
nations,” Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and Primate of 
the Church of England, told the House 
of Lords. He asked for the return 
of the exiled Greek Orthodox prelate. 

Archbishop Makarios, leader of 
a movement on Cyprus for reunion 
with Greece, was banished by British 
military authorities and sent to the 
Seychelles Islands in the Indian Ocean 
in an attempt to avoid further violence 
on Cyprus. 

While criticizing Archbishop Ma- 
karios for failing to condemn terror- 
ism and murder in Cyprus, Dr. Fisher 
asked “Orthodox friends” to under- 
stand Britain’s traditional belief that 
no man can combine religious and 
political functions. 

Comments in the religious press 
in England varied from outright en- 
dorsement of the Greek Orthodox 
prelate to qualified condemnation. 
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Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


Ordained and Installed: 


Strege, Arthur, as assistant, St. John, St. Louis, 
Mo., by Paul H. Hansen, March 4. 


PASTORS 


Commissioned: 

Schweder, Karl J., St. John, Toronto, Ont., as 
missionary in Willowdale, Toronto, Ont., by 
Pres. H. G. Kleiner, March 11. 


Installed: 


Castens, Louis C., Mount Calvary, Belle, Mo., 
by Harley E. Meyer, March 25. 

Duessel, Gerhardt R., Emmanuel, Corona, L. L., 
N. Y., by Walter E. Schwolert, March 18. 
Gehner, Albert H., Trinity, Gaylord; Bethle- 
hem, Lewiston, Mich., by Robert E. Weller, 

March 18. 

Gesell, George G., Trinity, Alamosa, Colo., by 
E. J. Riske, March 4. 

Haerther, Martin J., Concordia, Williston; First 
Lutheran, Hanks, N. Dak., by Felix A. Rub- 
bert, March 25. 

Krieger, Herbert J., Trinity, Zanesville, Ohio, 
by Otto F. Stolzenburg, Feb. 26. 

Mahler, Kenneth, St. John, South Weymouth, 
Mass., by Dr. Carl Zorn, March 11. 

Nelsen, Louis E., Jr., Faith, Harahan, La., by 
Edgar Homrighausen, March 11. 

Reichwald, Glenn, Emmanuel, Gettysburg, 
S. Dak., by Karl F. Lassanske, March 18. 
Schmidt, John T., Zion, Vassar, Kans., by Pres. 

Walter H. Meyer, March 18. 

Schultz, Frank J., as assistant, St. John, Waltz, 
Mich., by P. F. Wieneke, March 25. 

Steinke, Harold, Mount Olive, Seattle, Wash., 
by Pres. Carl H. Bensene, March 11. 


Installed: TEACHER 


Dautenhahn, Elmer H., Immanuel, Mount 
Clemens 5 NW, Mich., by A. H. Klenke, 
March 18. 


Official Notice 


Rev. Herbert R. Brase, Benson Station, 
Route 7, Omaha, has been appointed Visitor of 
Circuit I to replace Rev. Melvin H. Meyer, 
who has accepted a call into another District. 
—- Water E. Homann, President, Northern 
Nebraska District. 


Calls for Nominations 


With the approval of Synod’s Board for 
Higher Education, the Board of Control of 
the Springfield Seminary requests the con- 
gregations of Synod to nominate suitable 
candidates for two professorships at the 
Seminary: 

1. For the chair of Ecclesiastical Latin and 
New Testament Greek; 

_ 2. For the chair of German and the Hu- 
» manities. 


In addition to pastoral experience and 
special teaching aptitude, the men to be 
called should be competent theologians, pre- 
pared to teach theological subjects. 

Nominations, with characterizations of the 
candidate, should be sent to the Secretary of 
the Board of Control within four weeks of 
the appearance of this announcement. — 
B. H. Setcxe, D.D., Secretary, 120 W. Mon- 
roe St., Petersburg, Il. 


With the approval of the Board for Higher 
Education, the Board of Control of Concordia 
College, Milwaukee, Wis., invites the congre- 
gations and other qualified groups of Synod to 
nominate candidates for the following two 
positions: 

1. An associate professorship in the field of 
Greek and Latin. 

2. An associate professorship in the area of 
Social Studies. 


The candidates must be theologically sound, 
meet the requirements as to experience (Sec. 
6:111, Synodical Handbook), apt to teach, and 
ready to identify themselves with the synod- 
ically established purposes of the school. Can- 
didates should be fully qualified to teach on 
the high school and college level in the fields 
for which they are nominated or be in a posi- 
om to qualify themselves within a reasonable 
ime. 
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Indicating specifically whether for position 
No.1 or No.2, nominations, together with 
statement of qualifications, should reach the 
undersigned by May 15, 1956. — Fenix 
KretzscHMaArR, Secretary, Board of Control, 
2664 N. 68th St., Wauwatosa 13, Wis. 


Call Accepted 


Prof. Lando C. Otto has accepted the call 
as Librarian, with the rank of Professor, at- 
tached to the Department of English at Con- 
cordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind. — 
Cc. E. Auuickx, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Summer School 


Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, 
Ill., offers the following program of study for 
teachers and other church workers: 


A. The Workshop Period, June 18 to 29: 


1. Arts and Crafts. How to make arts and 
crafts objects to help learning in the 
elementary classroom become more in- 
teresting and attractive. 


2. Kindergarten-Primary. Kindergarten and 
primary school built on the foundation 
of Christian education. 


3. The Small School. Discussions on re- 
sources and procedures will determine 
the most effective means for guiding 
children toward successful learning. 

4. Outdoor Education. Learning at first 
hand about nature in its various forms 
through field and camping experience. 

5. Youth Leadership. Methods and tech- 
niques of youth guidance and leadership 
applied to parish youth groups. 

6. Appraisal and Testing. Principles, meth- 
ods, and techniques of evaluating the 
outcomes of instruction in the parish 
school. The use of tests in the guidance 
program. 

7. For Writers. Experienced writers and 
editors will guide and encourage partici- 
pants to develop specific projects. 


B. Special Workshops: 

1. Parish Evangelism, June 11—15. Several 
approaches to practical evangelism in 
the local parish and the larger com- 
munity will be worked out. 

2. Choral Technique and School Music, 
June 18—22. Techniques used by suc- 
cessful choir directors will be studied. 
Suitable music for the elementary school 
will be examined and used while meth- 
ods of teaching are learned. 

3. Service Playing and Organ Repertoire, 
June 25—29. The Lutheran church serv- 
ice and its requirements will guide the 
class, choosing suitable music and learn- 
ing how to play it. 

4. Seminar for Leaders in Church Music, 
June 17—20. Stimulation toward com- 
position and study of modern church 
music. Leading musicians from various 
geographical areas are especially invited. 


C. Regular Five Weeks Summer Session, July 2 
to August 3: 


1. A program of advanced courses leading 


: to the bachelor’s degree in education. 


2. Junior college courses for those who 
want to advance the time of their grad- 
uation. 

3. A special program designed for begin- 
ning teachers. 


4. Religion courses for trained teachers and 
beginning teachers. 


5. Courses for emergency teachers. 


For catalog of further information write 
to: Director of Summer School, Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill. Martin 
L. KoEHNEKE, President. 


Notices 


National Lutheran Radio Week will be ob- 
served May 13—19, and National Lutheran 
Television Week, September 23—29. — Hzr- 
MAN H. HOHENSTEIN, Supervisor of Radio and 
Television Extension Service, Station KFUO, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


A sister (for whom the undersigned is 
interceding) would like to know the where- 
abouts of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Hellingraty or 
their two sons Bill and Jimmy Hellingraty, 
whose last letter, July 10, 1940, had the can- 
cellation stamp of Edmonds, Wash. The re- 
turn address was destroyed. Write: Jutius 
Neuman, 815 Central West, Great Falls, Mont. 
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Available 


For sale: 500 lb. solid-brass church be li 
Write Atrrep Hansen, Ruskin, Nebr. i 


For sale: sufficient yardage of silk dam 
to make complete set of paraments, gree 
violet. — MartHa Guitp, Trinity Luth 
Church, 1291 Taylor St., Amarillo, Tex. 


“Jesus Giving Benediction,” statue 
proximately 44 inches high, excellent co 
tion. Price, $200. — Frep Linx, Emmanuel 
aes Church, 403 East North St., Cadill 

ich. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


| 
Borchers, Richard, 260314 W. 69th St., | 
Chicago 29, Ill. 
Bringewatt, Ralph, 5417 Dewey Ave., 

St. Louis, Mo. | 
Brink, Kurt, 410 South E St., Barstow, 
Broecker, Carl F., Alma Center, Wis. | 

Castens, Louis C., Belle, Mo. 

Eifert, Willard H., Fort Saskatchewan, 
Alta., Can. 

Gehner, Albert H., South Otsego Road, 
Gaylord, Mich. 

Guelzow, Roy E., 1124 N. W. 18th Court, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Harre, Stanley F., R. 4, Carlyle, Ill. i 

Hauser, Luther, 701 S. W. Ninth St., Box 421 
Pipestone, Minn. 

Hoffmann, Otto, Lebanon, Wis. 

Janssen, Immanuel R., 8402 Woodlyn, 
Houston 16, Tex. 

Jordan, Robert G., 2434 13th Ave., 

South Milwaukee, Wis. 

Katt, Chaplain Alvin A., Staff Chaplain, 
Hq. 6006th Support Group, APO-925, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Kautz, Chaplain (Major) William K., 

Hq. 32d Inf. Reg., APO-7, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Killinger, Clarence J., 445 Dunedin Dr., 
Sub. Ser. No. 1, London, Ont., Can. 

Klinkermann, Oscar J., Bethesda Home, 
Watertown, Wis. , 

Kritsch, Herbert J., R. 3, Clifford, Ont., Cai 

Krueger, Karl E., 1403 Herberich Ave., 
Akron 1, Ohio 

Lemke, Victor, 1955 Prosperity Road, 

St. Paul 9, Minn. 

Lepper, Karl H., 1614 E. Main, Warsaw, 

Liske, Louis H., Trochu, Alta., Can. 

Meinzen, Erwin H., Loch End, 
Kodaikanal, S. India : 

Meseke, Gilbert F., Buckeye, Iowa 

Michael, Moritz J., 11 Memorial Park Ave 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 

Nauyok, Elmer H., 207 E. Barcelona Rd., 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. 

Nelsen, Louis E., Jr., 300 Colonial Club D 
Harahan, La. 

Niermann, Karl, em., Box 184, 

Concordia, Mo. 
_Patschke, Arbie, Asahimachi, 4-chome, 
Asahigawa City, Hokkaido, Japan 

Reuter, Paul, P. O. Box, Conover, N. C. 

Schmidt, John T., Vassar, Kans. 

Single, William J., 1502 Dover Rd., 
Westlake, Ohio 

Streit, John C., 14064 Marlowe Ave., 
Detroit 27, Mich. 

Zehe, Frederick, 2521 Lombard, 

Everett, Wash. 


Teachers: 


Eggold, Robert L., 13261 Sioux, 
Detroit 39, Mich. 

Koehnke, Carl T., 169 Linwood Ave., 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 

Mantey, Edward G., 1718 Rugby Rd., 
Janesville, Wis. 

Reder, F. Donald, 104 Third Ave., 
S. W., Glen Burnie, Md. 

Richert, William W., 10112 Tecumseh Ave., 
Detroit 39, Mich. 

Schumacher, Richard, 1017 N. 26th St., 
Sheboygan, Wis. : 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 


ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LutHERAN Witness, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, © 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- — 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. : 


ASSETS 
tENT FUNDS 
1eral Current Funds: 
ent Assets: 
Petty Cash Funds $ 7,575.00 
aces — 
ay and Travel | pitty 3,772.43 
So Le eae oe 11,543.67 
Bits Receivable ' 3,873.09 
' Receivable 219,694.63 
tments — Foreign _.. 3,956.65 
e Deposits 
eivable ___ tee 66,400.10 
‘Due from Other 
jE} Site 1,212,673.99 
eferred Charges 
ms Prepaldyes . si 61,509.81 
‘The Unfinished Task 179,456.11 
26,362.15 


EEC CO} ee 


\pecific Current Funds: 
Due from Other 


Current Funds — 


NSION FUNDS 


Church Extension Fund: 


pee ee es 5 160)601.64 
Notes Receivable: 
rch Extension Fund - 
ANS 4,072,208.69 
“Conquest for Christ” 

an Fund — Missions: 

ae ee 78,560.00 
's Receivable ........._ 1,879,204.88 


IPERTY FUNDS (Sched. A-VIII) __— 


(SION: AND TRUST FUNDS (Sched. A-IX) _. 


PRTE 245.1956 


ne - 
Pee 
Be a 


E LUTHERAN 


2,007,532.21 


1,957,764.88 


CHURCH — MISSOURI 


BALANCE SHEET 


JANUARY 31, 1956 


$1,529,489.56 


267,328.07 $ 1,796,817.63 


$ 826,659.37 
9,075.00 835,734.37 

$ 881,505.59 

706,684.05 
3,595,721.85 


$ 6,228,273.85 


$ 152,492.76 


152,492.76 


$4,232,810.33 


6,190,575.21 


33,526,393.15 


27,200,114.72 


$73,297,849.69 


SYNOD 


Exhibit “A” 


LIABILITIES 


CURRENT FUNDS 


General Current Funds: 


Current Liabilities: 


Accounts Payable _.._.__ 
College Deposits Payable _ 


Due to Other Funds: 


Specific Current Funds _ 
Agency Punds 2. 
Unexpended Plant 

Fund Appropriations: 


$ 8821.99 
530,528.29 


$ 826,659.37 
706,684.05 1,533,343.42 


Colleges sen. $ 32,381.12 
Foreign Missions — 35,000.00 67,381.12 
Deferred Income —...._ 100.00 


Contingent Reserve: 


Deficit, January 31, 1956 
(Per Schedule A-I) 


Specific Current Funds: 


Specific Fund Balances 
(Schedule A-II) 

“Conquest for Christ” 
Balances (Sched. A-III) 


Agency Funds: 


Agency Fund Balances: 


“Building for Christ” 
(Schedule A-IV) — 

Miscellaneous Funds 
(Schedule A-V) 


Total Current Funds ——_ 


EXPANSION FUNDS 


Unappropriated Allocations 
(Schedule A-VI) 

Fund Balance Unallocated 
(Schedule A-VII) 


LOAN FUNDS 


Church Extension Fund: 
$1,809,350.16 


Notes. bayablew ==. = 


Loan Payable — 


“Conquest for Christ” 
Church Extension Fund 
Balance! 


“Conquest for Christ” 
Loan Fund — Missions: 


Cc. F.C. Loan Fund — 
Ucs..and Canada s 


PROPERTY FUNDS (Sched. A-VIII) 


PENSION AND TRUST FUNDS (Sched. A-IX) 
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_ $1,957,764.88 1,957,764.88 


(343,357.19) $ 1,796,817.63 


$ 522,241.47 
313,492.90 835,734.37 

$3,469,158.11 
3,595,721.85 


126,563.74 


$ 6,228,273.85 


$ 108,985.64 


43,507.12 152,492.76 


250,000.00 


_ 2,173,460.17 $4,232,810.33 


6,190,575.21 


33,526,393.15 


27,200,114.72 


$73,297, 849.69 
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Schedule A-I Schedule A-V 


Analysis of Contingent Reserve Fund Miscellaneous Agency Funds 
FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 JANUARY 31, 1956 nd 
BALANCE, FEBRUARY 1, 1955 __ $181,377.71 ee eh “_ 
Foreign Sundry Titles 3-1 > eee 
Add Foreign Mission Building Fund. pede A LED RA 11,81: 
Guatemala Chapel Fund - Jee See ee 
Refunds on 1954—1955 Budget Op- ‘Horst Disbursement Account - 2. eee | 
erations: Relief Funds for Germany = 34 
New Guinea 2. $4,385.11 Mexican Chapel Fund .... os Toe 2 ee ae 1,61 
Japan ss st Sire oe 2.79 $ 4,387.90 Negro Sundry Titles Z a aoe ee 5008 
: —— St. Louis Seminary Chapel Building ‘Wunds-.. ee | 
Film Productions Earnings: Special Mission Projects (Spanish ma oes 2,798 
“The Life of Martin Luther” $ 52.88 Horst! Hoyer. 2-2 en ae woe Ua aa X | 
“This Way to Heaven”. 4,998.33 5,051.21 9,439.11 Edmonton Building Fund 6 Sot OS Pea eee 60 
———— —<$<—___—-> ————___ Durr Disbursement Account __. pe SEAL PARE i 
$190,816.82 Concordia Senior College — Fort Wayne ah tae See =. 
Dediet Scholarly Research Subsidy _.... tsetse Atte i n= 7,652 
American Lutheran Publicity Bureau. ea eae 0) 
Grant— Workin: Italyss ee _ $ 7,000.00 Lutheran Hour, 7 12 Ses ee eee 53,522 
Grant — Catechisms in Europe 2,500.00 Radio ‘Station: KFUO® 222 eee 6590 
Grant — Foreign Missionaries — Pension Sundry:Titles See ee ”-) 
ATrears "25 See h ee 3,500.00 ji 
Grant— European Exchange Protest $126,665 
Pastors, and Students —~ 10,000.00 Deduct 
Grant — Concordia Theological Monthly _ in Argentine Sundry, Lites ieee ee $ 2.92 
Libraries of Major Colleges of Brazil Sundry “litles eee 98.72 
America ___... _ 2,500.00 
Grant — Extraordinary ‘Medical ‘Expense — BALANCE, JANUARY 31, 1956 (to Exhibit “A”) _. $126,56 
Officer’ of Synod) ee 750.00 
Grant — Synodical Conference Convention 
Expense in Excess of Budget 5,631.07 Schedule A-VI 
eee ee rae eee ie ae 564.96 Unappropriated “C. F.C.” Fund Allocations 
See a eee We ee 32,988.56 FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 
ees SN Sarita i Missions Education Tot 
$157,828.26 ‘ 
Less: Budget Deficit for Year Ended Jan- BALANCES, FEBRUARY 1, 1955 $ 8,622.61 $ 22,993.57 $ 31,6 : 
Matveslel 95bn Geer uxnibit B) 501,185.45 Tait Hei ae 
pe Ratlelmee! Add 
DEFICIT, JANUARY 31, 1956 (to Exhibit “A”) —. ($343,357.19) Allocations and Unexpended Bal- 
ances Restored for Period 
from 2-1-55 to 1-31-56: 
Schedule A-II ‘Allocations ..5-- eee eee $70,000.00 $130,000.00 $200,00 
- é Unexpended Balances: 
Specific Current Funds Concordia, Mo. 1,716.69 1,71 
FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 St ceca coy, 
oe. a ; Tulsa, Okla. Loan 
Balance en ° be parece Balance r Grant ere Pe 5,000.00 5,00 
Fund 2-1-55 Allocations the Boards 1-31-56 Building Project in 
Japan eo Ss 2 419739 2,4 
Advanced fa eens 
Scholarship $ 3,200.00 $ —  $ 2,300.00 $ 900.00 $77,419.39 $132,369.07 $209,78 
Armed Services __ 225,711.30 403,916.30 375,990.41 253,637.19 Pen ceva! Rint TT TNL 
Blind Literature __. 3,445.55 5,062.29 1,746.62 6,761.22 : $86 042.00 $155 362.64 $241 40: 
Centennial : : 
Thankoffering _ 93,342.19 19,566.78 81,218.79 31,690.18 mdtick 
Peace Thankoffering 19,711.56 14,854.90 13,989.87 20,576.59 ras 
General Relief 145,254.77 160,502.74 216,712.40 89,045.11 Appropriations: ‘" 
Scholarly Research _ 18,686.93 89,935.68 8,846.46 99,776.15 Hong Kong Grade School _... $65,000.00 $ 65,00 
Medical Missions __ 7,775.09 341.82 — = 8,116.91 Austin Musie Building —_ $ 11,200.00 11,20 
Mission Proj. in Italy 5,000.00 ~—-_ 7,339.73 ~—- 12,000.00 339.73 Remodeling Kilian Hall —_ 10,605.00 10,60 
European Affairs _.. 28,570.00 3,000.00 31,570.00 — South American Missions — 9,114.00 9,11 
Concordia Theolog- Concordia College, Portland: 
ical Monthly — 2,500.00 1,080.57 1,419.43 Fotr: Gots... eee 22,000.00 22,00 
European Exch. Pro- Residence 6516 N. E. 27th 14,500.00 14,50 
fessors Program — 10,000.00 21.04 9,978.96 [0 ce ee 1 
ee $74,114.00 $ 58,305.00 $132,41 
TOTALS (Balance, ie Sia a See 3 
January 31, 1956, BALANCES, JANUARY 31, 1956 
to Exhibit “A”) $550,697.39 $717,020.24 $745,476.16 $522,241.47 (to Exhibit “A”) _..____ $11,928.00 $ 97,057.64 $108,98 
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wle A-III 


FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 


North and South 
Foreign Negro American Missions 
Total Missions Missions Missions Loan Grants 


CES, FEBRUARY 1, 1955 ____ $701,895.70 $108,652.33 $191,339.67 $102,492.50 $130,000.00 


sriations for Period from 2-1-55 
esa p eee ee 74,126.50 65,000.00 —— 9,114.00 —- 


UNM) Ro 2 $776,022.20 $173,652.33 $191,339.67 $111,606.50 $130,000.00 


ements for Period from 2-1-55 
1-31-56: Land, Buildings, and 

ipment in the Following Mis- 
n Fields: 
fo) AEK(a) 1125S Se a ae _ $ 50,386.92 $ 50,386.92 : 
Pes eater ey ee 7,572.04 7,572.04 


“CONQUEST FOR CHRIST” — UNEXPENDED MISSION APPROPRIATIONS 


School 
European Board Development 
Missions for Deaf Program 


$ 53,910.17 $ 20,000.00 $ 95,501.03 


- —— 12.50 
$ 53,910.17 $ 20,000.00 $ 95,513.53 


Of) 2 See ae 8,595.74 8,595.74 
peur ee) (245555.50. 24,555.50 
ny MEA? © i ees _ 9,000.00 9,000.00 
7all oad “is EE ee 14,114.00 $ 14,114.00 
Se) 4,950.00 4,950.00 
SORE MC {Smeets ee ee ee 110,000.00 $110,000.00 
myser, Prance 220 17,000.00 $ 17,000.00 
.uel Lutheran College, Greens- 
ng INE A es 151,284.43 $151,284.43 
‘sed by Order of Board or Com- 
G2). 23 SL ea 8,160.50 $ 8,160.50 
ted to “C. F.C.” Loan Funds __. 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Fons in’ Germany. 2 36,910.17 36,910.17 
TAL DISBURSEMENTS 
i 2-L=povtOl=ol—56 (ose $462,529.30 $100,110.20 $151,284.43 $ 19,064.00 $130,000.00 $ 53,910.17 $ +» —— $ 8,160.50 
NCES, JANUARY 31, 1956 
PEE SID be At) et $313,492.90 $ 73,542.13 $ 40,055.24 $ 92,542.50 $ — $ —— $ 20,000.00 $ 87,353.03 
ule A-IV 
“BUILDING FOR CHRIST” FUND — SEPTEMBER 1, 1954, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 
Se SOLSANUARY. 3151955 $ 38,377.31 
dd 
ots, February 1, 1955, to January 31, 1956: 
arc eig OoE co eee ee eS 9 $4,663, 679.65 
oeyqus') rolitererel veya, Tia RSS aT ho RE us eS 2 21,625.54 4,685,305.19 
$4,723,682.50 
educt 
ge (isGage _.- va Se ee ee ee eee 318,391.19 
errr siren ER Se a $4,405,291.31 
| Participation in Collection Net Available Disbursed 
} Agency Percentage Amount Funds to 1-31-56 
eG a 3% $ 150,000.00 $ 132,160.90 $ 110,000.00 
ran Deaconess Association —...-_-. 5% 250,000.00 220,268.16 a 
Relief and Refugee Service —— 8% 400,000.00 352,429.06 211,515.20 
isda Lutheran Home — 34% 1,700,000.00 1,497,823.49 114,618.00 
PEISCMENTITVOTSIty te ee 50% 2,500,000.00 2,202,681.60 500,000.00 
100% $5,000,000.00 $4,405,363.21 $ 936,133.20 936,133.20 
ANCE, JANUARY 31, 1956 (to Exhibit “A”) 3 ESS Sere ae mas $3,469,158.11 
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Schedule A-VII Schedule B-I 


“Conquest for Christ” Funds Unallocated | 


Statement of Budget and “Building for Christ’ 


FEBRUARY 1, 1952, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 


(Per Schedule B-II) 


Mission Enterprises 2... $4,151,570.00 $3,981,639.70 


Cash Receipts 


FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 


Total Receipts from Districts 
(to Exhibit. “53m 


Educational Enterprises —..........___ 203,000.00 3,047,484.30 RECEIPTS FROM SUNDRY SOURCES 

Pensions, Welfare, and Relief — 1,280,000.00 1,215,168.66 Concordia Publishing HieGseee eee $ 300,000.00 

Administrative Offices — Boards and Ti, Barings a vs a ee 83,214.55 
Committees = es a 182,400.00 173,945.45 Legacy! Barings. aan ee See 37,884.98 

Financial Administration and General Béquestecs. co. ae ee ees 103,500.10 
Earpenseys 260,120.00 302,213.70 Annuity Endowments*u-- 9,414.58 

Contingent Reserve ~~... 22,910.00 sik fh 


$9,100,000.00 $8,720,451.81 


EXCESS OF BUDGET DISBURSE- 


Individuals and Agencies —._ 


Total Receipts from 


BALANCE, FEBRUARY 1, 1952 _._ $ 60,735.33 _ 
RECEIPTS FROM DISTRICTS pA tor 
Add Alberta and British Columbia —_.._. _$ 1838219 $ Im 
Receipts: Atlantic Sia 2 eee eres — 274,432:88 252 
Districts - 0-2 LG California and Nevada... _ 115,000.00 am 
pundry ‘Sources 2k a 26,475.65 Central 222.50 8 A oa eee 785,000 00 
Interest Earned on Investments 399,753.29 14,224,943.00 Central Illinois ___.§. = —S— —_ 271,605.60 | sae 
$1 4,285,678.33 Colorado vs) 2+ ye ee 
Deduct Eestern > Ss ee eee 170,991.29 95,82: 
English) 2s 2s | ee 91. 00 COM 
Disbursements and Allocations: Florida= Georgia (2.9 2 ees 31,312.58 15] 
Collection Expense 22. See42 171.21 Towa East 00 5 000.00 
Allocations: lowa West) 222424 se: oe see 311,269.03 183,6 
Missions ___ $4,865,000.00 Ken NE Keenan. 
Educational ___ 9,035,000.00 13,900,000.00 14,242,171.21 Manitoba and Saskatchewan — 20,120:12 ae 
ea, ee Michigan eee eee eee 756,385.13 440, 
Minnesota ass Be eee 648,637.43 385, 
BALANCE UNALLOCATED, Montana * 22220 eee ae eee 24,747.11 : 
JANUARY /31, 1956 (to Exhibit “A — — = -$,. -43'507.12) North’ Dakota = ee 92,521.28 
North Wisconsin Ree 305,665.86 207, 
Northernillinoiss =) eee 660,610.05 343, 
Exhibit “B” Northern’ Nebraska ee eee 142,587.79 d 
Northwest}.22 226. =: AS eee 130,977.16 
Statement of Budget Cash Receipts and Disbursements Oklahoma... 55,049.27 67,0 
Ontarto: ens. lg Bake Se ae 65,000.00 
FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 South: Dakota, ee ae 93,810.62 : 
South Wisconsinge os: eee et coe eae 445,000.00 247, 
BUDGET RECEIPTS Southeastern ee Cee ee 125,000.00 100,880. 
(Per Schedule B-I) Budget Actual Southern] ee 21,721.86 23,908. 
Receipts from Districtsio te. $7.651.6615%-, nn ee ee 102 
: Southernelllinoiggs: 26 sae ee 166 356.98  116,2 
Receipts from Sundry Sources —_____ Bel Sintherer Nebraska Cee eee 193,100.00 132,782 
S9°100,000.00398/219, 266.56) a lexaseo 2a ae, en, ee ee ee 166,718.03 81,51 
¢ er oe ego te Western tases tt hy ee ee e 563,042.78 220,1( 
BUDGET DISBURSEMENTS SSS 


_..... $7,651,661.57 $4,600,8! 


33,590.58 $ 62,7 


Sundry Sources _...._..... $_ 567,604.79 $ 62,7 


MENTS OVER BUDGET RECEIPTS 7 TOTAL BUDGET RECEIPTS 
(To Schedule A-I) —_________ - ($ 501,185.45) (to Exhibit “B”) __.._ ss $8,219,266.36 $4.6 63, 
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Schedule B-II 
Statement of Budget Disbursements 
FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 


MISSION ENTERPRISES 


Budget Actual 

Uta VSSIONS pene ee en se er TAO. O0isemeoiaa an 
Deals ViUISsions sees es See ee 198 -000:00 198,000.00 
Rriropean sAttairs, ee Sets oo, 2 RT 20'000/00' 95 .106,625.58 
England: 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Oo tngland Stee Se = 19,320.00 19,320.00 

Lutheran Council of Great Britain — 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Foreign Missions: 

Operations yess ee se — 940,000.00 926,738.79 

Capital Investments — 2. _. 100,000.00 95,143.44 
Medical) Missions sees. es Te 10,000.00 3,563.41 
Negro Missions: 

NonmthvAmericHyss = ee OE 000 00menratc.ccbcs 

Africa peer ee ee ee 69,000.00 1G0.56a,00 
North American Missions: 

Operations _____. ee SS Be 891809 00 en S844 ess 

Capital Investments - \ Sa EEO of. — 585.65 
South and Central American Missions: 

Operations yeas ee 2519100 wera 1.829:46 

Capital Investments A es 50,000.00 50,798.10 
Secretary of Missions _—_.__.__> = 10,000.00 9,680.95 
Student Service Commission _ 49,000.00 48,516.15 
Television and Mass Communications __ 800,000.00 745,832.83 
Church Extension Fund. 2. 200,000.00 200,000.00 


Total for Mission Enterprises —. $4,151,570.00 $3,981,639.70 


EDUCATIONAL ENTERPRISES 
Higher Education: 


Colleges and Seminaries: 
Operaiionsa ss a ee __ $2,672,500.00 $2,565,709.01 


Capital Investment —....__ — 660.37 
Board for Higher Education —_____ 55,000.00 37,814.70 
Accreditation Costs — Colleges _____. 1,000.00 372.43 
Advanced Scholarships —_—_____ 10,000.00 a 
Emergency Reserve 48,000.00 28,932.67 
Meeting of Educational Personnel _ 4,000.00 168.57 
IWMem Derships see aes eee ——- 2,840.16 
Portland *i:xperiment === ==. 8 5,000.00 4,714.90 
Preliminary Plans — Senior College 24,000.00 20,039.26 
Professors’ Conference __......_. 18,000.00 17,386.45 
Publications — Printing, Mailing __ —- 75.00 
Summer School and Extensions _._ 3,000.00 — 
Synodical Scholarships ——_____ 10,000.00 11,900.00 
Lesting *Programp = se aE 9,500.00 10,025.61 

Total for Higher Education ___ $2,860,000.00 $2,700,639.13 


Parish Education 
Stewardship and Missionary diesen E 
Board for Young People’s Work 


$ 130,200.00 $ 121,327.59 
193,700.00 205,930.85 
19,100.00 19,586.73 


Total Educational Enterprises _ $3,203,000.00 $3,047,484.30 


PENSION, WELFARE, AND RELIEF 
Support and Pensions: 


Support and Pension Benefits __._.. $1,148,000.00 $1,080,750.88 


Candidates Subsidy; 2s a aes 35,000.00 30,240.37 
Death {Benefits a ae 35,000.00 35,300.00 
Administrative Expense 32,000.00 37,092.69 


Total for Support and Pensions $1,250,000.00 $1,183,383.94 
Board for Social Welfare 30,000.00 31,748.72 


Total for Pension, Welfare, Jf 
and Relietaae. 22 ko Sam $1,280,000.00 $1,215,168.66 


22 PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
THE LIBRARY, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES — 
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 


BoardsolrAppeals 22s aes SA 
Boardvsot: Directors eee ee 
President's "Office... ae Oe 
Vice-Presidents’ Expense ___. 

Secretary's Office: Sn sees See 
Boardiof Trustees 4.) See eee 
Planning Counselor’s Office Rota poe Ned! 
Publica Relations) 52 aes ee eee wie 


Total for Administrative Offices 
Ond eBo0rdsa= = eee 


Standing and Special Committees: 


Advisory — Valparaiso University — 
Church Architectural Committee 
College of Presidents 
Colloquy Committee =a 
Concordia Historical Institute 
Constitutional Matters Committee __ 
Doctrinal Unity Committee 
Doctrinal Advisory Committee __-. x 
Finnish Church Committee 
Fraternal Organizations Committee 
Handbook Review and Revision ___ 
Hymnology and Liturgics Committee 
Intersynodical Relations Committee 
Scholarly Research Committee 
Survey and Findings Committee __ 
Women’s Suffrage Committee 
Youth Survey Committee _ 


Total for Standing and Special 
Committees mae ee 
Total for Administrative Offices 
Boards and Committees ____. 


FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 
AND GENERAL EXPENSE 


Controller’s{Otice = ee 
Aadit- Department === ees eee me 
Treasurer’s Office _. 
Legal Adviser _._. 
Production and Purchasing fee 5 Se 
Statistical Bureau = = 2 ee 
Statistical kY carbooki eee eee #3 
Transportation —__ 
Building Service — 210 North Broadway 


Other Administrative Expense: 


Chicago Office Rent _.______. Poles 
Dining Room Operations __ 
Equipment Office 
Synodical Building Activities _____ 
Miscellaneous Collection Materials — 


Other Administrative Divisions 
or Functions: 


Insurance Reserve, Fire and 

Tornado Didi caet Bi 
Visitors’ Conference! = 
Fiseal (Conterencess:2 = 2 eee 


Total for Financial Administra- 
tion and General Expense - 


CONTINGENT RESERVE 


TOTAL BUDGET DISBURSEMENTS 
(to Exhibit “B”) 


Budget 


$ 1,000.00 $ 133 

8,12 
20,7 
20, 


10,000.00 
25,000.00 
21,000.00 
5,500.00 
500.00 
20,900.00 
50,000.00 


$ 133,900.00 $ 129,2 


$ —— se 


2,000.00 
1,200.00 


2,200.00 
500.00 
1,500.00 
13,000.00 


$ 48,500.00 $ 


44,6 


$ 182,400.00 $ 173,9% 


$ 23,000.00 $ 

25,500.00 
33,900.00 

5,000.00 
19,000.00 
13,000.00 
13,000.00 

3,000.00 
45,000.00 


720.00 


10,000.00 


6,500.00 


50,000.00 


12,500.00 


$ 260,120.00 $ 302,21 


$ 22,910.00 $ 


$9,100,000.00 $8,720,4 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


21,305. 


4 66g? 
pit “C SYNODICAL BUILDING FUND 
JANUARY 31, 1956 
“Conquest Other Total Transferred Unexpended 
ices Made to Rehabilitate College Properties for Christ’’ Appropriations Appropriations Or Expended Balances 
Returned to Contingent Reserve: Account __ $ 270,000.00 $ $ 270,000.00 $ 268,773.72 $ 1,226.28 
uces Made to Carry Out Provisions of the 
suilding for Tomorrow” Program  saisesees as 773,121.33 — 773,121.33 772,454.01 667.32 
ce Made from the Contingent Reserve Ac- 
unt to Carry Out Provisions of the “Building 
eebomorrow- erorramie. 25) | 181,279.60 — 181,279.60 177,828.25 3,451.35 
SrairaiMineeProprame 2 ss. | 19,110.00 — 19,110.00 19,110.00 —— 
pap oe Be ee es 257,035.00 64,770.00 321,805.00 321,237.39 567.61 
itl one eee a 55,000.00 35,615.00 90,615.00 88,997.08 1,617.92 
EE Nk ee rr ae 334,000.00 34,258.75 368,258.75 321,953.77 46,304.98 
HOYAL 5 ate eae Ae Os a Se 254,000.00 84,100.00 338,100.00 226,162.23 111,937.77 
GSAS sts Eee ee ee See 25,000.00 — 25,000.00 25,000.00 — 
Pes a Se a re a == 585,000.00 9,381.36 594,381.36 544,616.51 49,764.85 
pols eS peat 105,000.00 20,470.69 125,470.69 123,936.44 1,534.25 
OL atk eee ae SE a a eee 255,000.00 35,811.45 290,811.45 281,402.20 9,409.25 
Forest 2k et Ee a ee 648,500.00 172,500.00 821,000.00 808,932.75 12,067.25 
lor 2 Sep ed aa aes 748,640.32 184,400.00 933,040.32 907,986.25 25,054.07 
spi ee a ee ene, oa 245,000.00 342.00 245,342.00 218,875.68 26,466.32 
sgh eo ae aa ee 280,000.00 62,756.50 342,756.50 321,407.85 21,348.65 
2 2 eee 312,625.18 49,154.00 361,779.18 341,996.17 19,783.01 
uke Rgeensts agtitg ttle a et ae 257,000.00 11,747.00 268,747.00 189,398.40 79,348.60 
OG at a ee rr Pe 3,335,000.00 475,000.00 3,810,000.00 1,362,736.27 2,447,263.73 
epee $8,940.911.43 $1,240,306.75 $10,180,618.18 $7,322,804.97 $2,857,813.21 


ls Venture of Faith... 


More for Missions in 1956... 


- Synod 


RECEIVED 
; LEDGED DATE 
2a = PLEDGED FOR or DATE TO 
‘BUDGET RECEIVED » Distr : ict FISCAL 1956 ¢ 8,166 $ 5,080.77 
i 49,000 3332 50,843. 
. ou ‘tish Columbia — $ 0 93, 34,166.66 
FEB $ 1,075,000 $ 546,331.77 Alberta and carga ee See 34,166 119,365.57 
hee : i, | Atlamrnia and Nevada ——-— 960,000 nes 39,350.61 
42,750. UDG a bee re eee eee eA aaa eee 900 , 12,332. 
,150,000 1,2 — 406,00 3,000 : 
MARCH AS ae eaat Tllinois ee te ie ieee 138,000 2 : 28,446.54 
3 225,000 Colorado -—-—-—--—-—— = 
PP APRIE 3.225.000 


a lish —-——------ 
EoMay 430000000 Florida-Georgia ee 
ie = Iowa East ——-—~- ey 
a 5,375,000 TESST A 5 oe os 8p SL $3300 8.66 124'967.39 
ee ——_—Ci—=dD acne Seaactiowen — 1820920. 88 35/916 64 
| Fe yuty epi cn er aT nea aa Td 10,000 17958 a7 
Minneso — coe , a 37939. 
= = 170,000 : 
Ea ainen oe 75,332 eel 
a Ror Dace asa ie Ta 
: : NOL EEE tC OLS) lmaermes Cl tat he 000 44, 57°585.07 
: 8,600,000 rthern Illinois ------- re 265, 44,416 ’ 31.31 
a. SOC Northern Nebraska ———— 266,500 151608 12,631.31 
ee iA 9,675,000 Nonthyrer 2 105,000 SS 10,403.77 
oo CO Oy 3 155,000 133'932 56,598-00 
fa 10,750,008 South Dakota — _———-—— 317,000 a6,16 12,610.00 
Lo — hk en a ie ELS 12,500 T7688 
ae 11,825,000 Southeas ao arnt a 
: Southern ----..--- 


12,900,000 


Wectass 
Western -- 


OPERATING STATEMENT 


1955 ~- 1956 
Cash Requirements, Feb. 1—March 31 -.._.._ $1,5 16,666.66 $2,150,000.00 
hi ] Cash Receipts, Feb. 1—March 31 _._.__.. 779,935.28 1,242,756.11 


$ 736,731.38 $ 907,243.89 


\ | UD GED ML Lames ee ee 
y a Charles E. Groerich, Assistant Treasurer 


Witness for Christ through reg 
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Exhibit “D” 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND AND “CONQUEST FOR CHRIST” LOAN FUND 
FEBRUARY 1, 1955, TO JANUARY 31, 1956 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


CASH BALANCE, FEBRUARY 1, 1955 $ 534,270.61 


Add 

Receipts: 
Contributions and Bequests See 3,140.56 
Administration Fees _...._ 47,675.51 
Repayment of Notes Receivable __ 435,106.89 
Notes Payable Issued _..- = 855,758.16 


Current Budget Appropriation —__. 


$2,075,951.73 
Deduct 
Disbursements: 
Administration Expense $ 12,357.07 
Interest Expense —.-__.______ 18,261.35 
ING WHO ANS he eee ee oe oes tf 1,760,040.00 


124,691.67 1,915,350.09 


CASH BALANCE, JANUARY 31, 1956 $ 160,601.64 


Certificate of Audit 


As independent auditors engaged by The Lutheran Church— Missouri 
Synod, we have examined the books of that organization as of January 31, 
1956, and the financial transactions for the fiscal year then ended. We 
have reviewed the system of internal control and the accounting pro- 
cedure of Synod, and without making a detailed audit of the transactions, 
have examined or tested accounting records and other supporting evi- 
dence by methods and to the extent we deemed appropriate. 
examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and included all such auditing procedures as we considered 
necessary under the circumstances. 


The investment in plant, exclusive of Foreign Mission Buildings, and 


Notes on the Treasurer’s Report 


Synod’s budget cash receipts registered a substantial increase over 
those of last year. From our 32 Districts budget receipts were 
$7,651,661.57, compared with last year’s $6,855,992.56. Particularly is 
this increase noteworthy since in 1955 a substantial offering was gath- 
ered for our ‘Building for Christ’’ offering, which effort yielded a net 
total of $4,405,291.31 as of January 31, 1956. Even so, our budget receipts 
were 9.68% under the adopted budget of $9,100,000. To achieve this 
substantial increase, some of our District officers drew on reserve funds 
to meet their pledges. Sundry budget receipts were greater this year 
by $122,500, accounted for mostly by increase from Concordia Publishing 
House payments and bequests under terms of wills of decedents. The 
following schedule shows in detail comparative budget receipts with 
last year: 


Cash Budget Receipts 1954 1955 Increase 
Districts ——-___________.. $6,855,992.56 $7,651,661.57 $ 795,669.01 
Concordia Publishing House 250,000.90 300,000.00 50,000.00 
Ply Karmings) 2 82,294.17 83,214.55 920.38 
Legacy Earnings -------... 25,626.22 37,884.98 12,258.76 
Bequests and Annuities 49,085.77 112,914.68 63,828.91 
Individuals and Agencies — 38,036.77 33,590.58 — 4,446.19 

$7,301,035.49 $8,219,266.36 $ 918,230.87 


In spite of this substantial increase in receipts, Synod’s cash budget 
disbursements exceeded our receipts by $501,185.45. Cash budget dis- 
bursements were $8,720,000, or $380,000 under the adopted budget. 
Substantial “‘savings’’ were effected in the categories of Missions, Edu- 
cation, and Pensions. These three boards spent 94.5% of our total 
budget disbursements. We wish to commend our various boards and 
executives for their splendid co-operation in staying within budget 
allotments. 

With a budget of $9,100,000 our monthly requirements were $758,333, 


200,000.00 1,541,681.12 


Our , 


“CONQUEST FOR CHRIST” LOAN FUND — MISSIONS 


CASH BALANCE, FEBRUARY 1, 1955 $ 28,34 
Add 
Receipts: / 
Repayment of Notes Receivable _.. $ 35,220.00 
Appropriations for New Loans _._—-:129,500.00 = 164, 72k 
| 
$ 193,06 
Deduct . 
Disbursements: | 
New Loans — “Conquest for Christ” i 
Loan Funds: ae 114,50 
CASH BALANCE, JANUARY 31, 1956 $ 78,56 


after deducting the unamortized and unrecovered cost of faculty 

sundry residences in the amount of $717,570.92, aggregated $24,861,13 

at January 31, 1956. This investment has been valued on the basis of 
appraisal value in June 1932, plus subsequent additions at cost wit 
any reserve for depreciation. 


In our opinion, the accompanying balance sheet and related s 
ments of income and expense and fund transactions, present fairly 
financial position of Synod as of January 31, 1956, and the results 
the financial transactions for the fiscal year then ended, in confor 
with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis | 
sistent with that of the preceding year. 


St. Louis, Mo. 
March 23, 1956 


Tracy B. WuHirton & Company 
Certified Public Accountants 


but our monthly receipts were a great deal less than that fo: > 
greater part of the year. Consequently, throughout the year Synod 
short on cash to carry on its work in the kingdom, and we again } 
to borrow funds from other accounts that had cash balances on depo 
These funds were Specific Current Funds, ‘Conquest for Christ” a 
priations not yet spent, and “Building for Christ” funds. No cash is b 
borrowed from trust funds such’ as the Pension Fund, } 
LLL Endowment Fund, Church Extension Fund, etc. 
The cash operating budget deficit of $501,185.45 is 
shown on Synod’s books as a deficit, since we have no 
“reserve funds’ against which to charge this operating 
deficit. By resolution of Synod’s Board of Directors, 
this year’s deficit will be added to our 1956 budget of 
$12,900,000, thus increasing it to $13,400,000. An analysis 
of the Contingent Reserve Fund will be found in 
Schedule A-I of this report. 
Exhibit A— Balance Sheet shows all of Synod’s 
assets and liabilities on a “fund accounting” basis. Our 
Trust Fund balance sheet is shown in detail in Schedule 
A-IX. The Pension Fund showed an increase in Lao 
of $3,109,000. 
We wish to call to your particular attention ibs 
activity in our Church Extension Fund (‘Exhibit A’’). 
Synod’s Board of Directors has authorized the issuance 
of 2% “demand” notes, 3% five-year notes, and 342% 
ten-year notes to raise capital for loans to Districis 
for mission projects. A total of $1,809,350.16 is out- 
standing in such notes payable as of January 31, 1956. 
These are merely condensed highlights to the treas- 
urer’s annual report. We again extend to our members 
the invitation to write in for additional or detailed 
information. Please write us if that is desired. 


W.H. Scuuverer, Treasurer ae 


